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To Christian Mothers 
- By Inez Gilbert Hallan 


Psalm 55:22 


Y ONLY son came home today 
Dressed in garments strangely 
new; 
A stately uniform he wore 
Of deepest navy blue. 


And as I looked into his face, 
Standing strong and manly there, 

A shadow seemed to creep around 
And clutch my heart with fear. 


My mind went back to happy days 
Of twenty years or more 

When, as a litile boy he played 
Around the cottage door. 


Was this the boy for whom we'd prayed, 
The gift that God had sent? 
Was war to claim him as its own 
With evil deed intent? 
No power have I to hold him back, 
No power to stay the foe. 
But oh, I know a living Christ 
Who'll guide where’er he goes, 


If he is in the battle front, 
Or on the ocean blue, 

If he is in the fiercest fight, 
My Lord will be there, too. 


So casting all my care on Him, 
May I not fear nor sorrow. 

In His dear hands I leave my son 

Today and each tomorrow. 


Haste in the King’s Business 

Is haste necessary in Christian work? 
Speed may sometimes be, but certainly 
not the impatient hurry and bustle of 
human nature. It is strange that when 
Christian workers feel something should 
be done quickly they lift a part of a 
text out of its context and revise it to 
bolster their argument. They say, “The 
king’s business requireth haste.” Some- 
thing like this is found in Scripture, but 
it is nearly always wrongly applied. 
David was fleeing from King Saul, for 
he had just learned from Jonathan that 
the king had threatened his life. He 
told Ahimelech, the priest, at Nob that 
“the king hath commanded me a busi- 
ness,” but this was just a ruse to coyer 
his flight. He then asked Ahimelech 
whether he had a spear or sword and 
explained that he had left without one, 
“because the king’s business required 
haste” (1 Sam. 21:8). How can this very 
doubtful excuse of a man running for his 
life from an angry king have any pos- 
sible application to the need for speed 
in Christian work today? One might 
set over against it Isaiah 28:16, “He that 
believeth shall not make haste.” It is 


a4 


generally agreed that this is the text 
rendered by Paul in Romans 10:11, 
“Whosoever believeth on him shall not 
be ashamed.” There is no contradiction 
here. One must remember that the 
words so often misquoted occur in the 
description of one historical incident in 
David’s life. He simply stated on that 
occasion, as an excuse, that “the king’s 
business required haste,” and this is not 
a principle intended to govern all our 
activities for God. One cannot imagine the 
Lord JesusChrist being in a feverish hurry 
to get things done. He never delayed 
unnecessarily, nor was He ever moved 
by a fleshly sense of haste. He proceeded 
with his work as steadily and smoothly 
as the sun moves across the sky from 
east to west, or as the second hand of 
an electric clock travels around the dial. 
It is better to wait on the Lord for His 
guidance rather than to allow ourselves 
to be rushed into action or hasty words 
by our own or another’s impatience. 

Him be thy 


Take time to be holy, let 


Guide. 
And run not before Him whatever betide; 
In joy or in sorrow still follow thy Lord, 
And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His 
Word. 
—W. G. Longstaff. 
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VI. Spiritual Fellowship 


This is the last in a series of six editorials by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie 
on “Things That Matter Most.” 


T SURELY will be admitted that the 
I foregoing things profoundly matter. 

Assurance of Salvation, Yieldedness 
to God, Knowledge of the Bible, Power 
in Prayer, Missionary-Mindedness, Spe- 
cific Service, and Christian Steward- 
ship. Can one be a true Christian on a 
shorter program than that? There is 








Comfort for Dark Days 

“Be strong and courageous, be 
not afraid nor dismayed .. . for 
there be more with us than with 
him: with him is an arm of flesh; 
but with us is the Lord our God 
to help us, and to fight pur battles” 
(2 Chron. 32:7, 8). 




















that one can eliminate, 
but there is something that must be 
added, which should, and almost cer- 
tainly will result from the experience 
and practice of the foregoing, namely, 
Spiritual Fellowship, one’s attitude 
toward other Christians 

If we are really missionary-minded we 
shall be interdenominationally- 
minded; that is to say, our fellowship 
will not be confined to our denomina- 
tional circle, but will extend to Chris- 
tians of every denomination, and to 
Christians who are outside all the de- 
nominations. Christian fellowship should 
be as wide as the Christian Church, by 
which is meant all truly converted 
people. 

What so paralyzes many a Christian 
life is a wrong fellowship, one’s fellow- 


nothing here 


also 
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ship with the world, the pursuit of what 
is incompatible and incongruous, What 
attention have you paid to the command 
and challenge: “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? and what con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an in- 
fidel? wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord’? (2 Cor. 6:14, 15, 17.) Where 
that command is disregarded, true Chris- 
tian fellowship is rendered impossible. 
The wrong always negatives the right. 
But for a full Christian experience it is 
not enough to abstain from voluntary 
associations that are prejudicial to spir- 
ituality; over against that, one should 
cultivate the deepest and widest Chris- 
tian fellowship; a fellowship that shall 
rise superior to all local and temporary 
distinctions; a fellowship that shall be 
rooted in and modeled on Christ’s de- 
sire and design for Us as expressed in 
His great intercessory prayer (John 17). 
This will not be achieved without some 
effort, for preferences, prejudices, and 
prepossessions are strong in us all, but 
the effort will be found well worth 
while. 

This is not a plea for the obliteration 
of denominational distinctions, which, 
perhaps, is now impossible; but it is a 
plea for a much more real and practical 
interfellowship without disloyalty to 
anything that is of vital importance in 
our respective denominational persua- 
sions. As an illustration of the practi- 
cability of such fellowship, I need only 
mention Keswick, and more especially 
the great annual Communion service 
there, where over three thousand be- 
lievers of all the Protestant evangelical 
churches unite to commemorate the sav- 
ing sacrifice of our Lord. Why should 
there not be, in every city in the coun- 
try, an annual, _ interdenominational, 
Communion service like that? Why not? 
How much does your heart embrace? 


A FINAL Worp 


Of the Apocalyptic City we read: “The 
length and the breadth and the height 
of it are equal,” that is, it is foursquare, 
for height is depth. And that is what 
the Christian life should be. But, alas, 
too often depth is sacrificed for length, 
and height for breadth. Too often we 
cultivate one quality at the expense of 
another, and emphasize one truth to the 
injury of another. But we are called to 
a foursquare life; to a life in which 
length and breadth and height are equal. 
Such a life will his be who has a per- 
sonal assurance of salvation, who is fully 
yielded to God, who knows his Bible, 
and has power in prayer, who has a 
world evangelistic outlook, who is busy 
for his Lord, who relates his money to 
the claims of Christ and His Kingdom, 
and who cultivates the widest spiritual 
fellowship. Are you foursquare? 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Christian Principle 


in Life Insurance 


Could you give me a Scriptural an- 
swer to the question of insurance? We 
have often wondered whether we 
should carry life insurance, fire insur- 
ance, and car insurance, 


This subject might be a good one to 
answer in “Notes on Open Letters,” as 
it seems to be a perplexing question 
for many Christians—A Pennsylvania 
reader, 

Many years ago THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TiImMEs discussed the question of life in- 
surance in “Notes on Open Letters.” In 
the issue of October 2, 1909, the Editor 
reminded readers that some months pre- 
viously the Times had published a large 
number of letters from readers in more 
than a dozen different states and prov- 
inces, and one foreign missionary field, 
in which their views of life insurance 
were fully set forth, in the light of 
actual experiences narrated. “These 
letters all expressed an unhesitating be- 
lief in the righteousness and Christian 
duty of life insurance, and the reasons 
they have advanced answered so com- 
pletely the few letters that had been 
received on the other side of the ques- 
tion (which had more than once been 
considered in these columns) that the 
latter were not published.” Two more 
letters were then published, questioning 
the proper place of insurance in a Chris- 
tian’s life, and the following editorial 
opinion was expressed (and the one 
clause applying to the “horse and buggy 
days” can easily be revised to fit this 
age of the automobile): 

“The root question in life insurance is 
simply this: is it always wrong to pro- 
vide for the future? If provision for the 
future is always wrong, then life insur- 
ance can have no right place in the 
Christian’s life. But if provision for the 
future is sometimes a duty, at once life 
insurance becomes a possible duty. 

“And no thoughtful follower of Christ 
is in any doubt as to the answer to the 
root question just asked. Provision for 
the future is a daily, hourly, duty. 
Every time that we purchase food in 
the morning for the evening meal we 
are recognizing this duty, and acting 
upon it. Every time we secure enough 
food on Saturday to sustain us over Sun- 
day, we are insuring ourselves against 
the future. Sunday may not come; we 
may not be here when it does come; why 
not, therefore, instead of thus spending 
money for a possible future need, rather 
use it to provide food on Saturday for 
those around us who need food on Sat- 
urday? The answer here, again, is plain: 
it is our duty to provide for the prob- 
able future needs, as well as for the 
known present needs, of those whom 
God has committed to our care, 

“If we are *in any dcubt as to this, 
God’s Word has settled it for us. Paul 
was counseling a thoughtful, earnest 
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young man of responsibilities when he 
wrote (1 Tim. 5:8): ‘If any provideth not 
for his own, and specially his own house. 
hold, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an unbeliever.’ Paul was 
talking about the future, and about in- 
suring against the needs of the future, 
when he said ‘provide,’ for provide 
means to look forward, to look ahead, to 
(Continued on page 368) 





John Edgar Hoover on 
the Sunday School 


HREE years ago the Director 

of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation wrote an article for 
THE SunpAyY ScuHoot. TIMES on 
“Crime and the Sunday School” 
(Feb. 7, 1948). It was in such 
demand that over 275,000 reprints 
were sent out by the TIMEs. 


Mr. Hoover has now written an- 
other article exclusively for the 
TIMEs entitled “The Sunday School 
— Key to Tomorrow.” Here are 
just a few extracts: 


“The continuing flood of im- 
morality and crime accompanies 
an all too evident substitution of 
a secular, materialistic philosophy 
for the historic reliance upon di- 
vine guidance which has been a 
cornerstone of our democracy.” 

“The youth who has experienced 
old-fashioned Christian training 
and discipline in the home and has 


received sound, efficient Bible 
teaching in Sunday school has 
been given a sword and buckler 


against temptation.” 


“Parents ., . must create in the 
home an atmosphere of Christian 
living and reliance upon divine 
guidance. This may well be ac- 
complished by a revival of family 
Bible reading and prayer.” 





Pastors, Sunday school superin- 
tendents and teachers, and parents 
will not want to miss this article. 


It will be published in the issue 
of May 5. Reprints will be issued 
by the Times, and prices will be 
announced. An _ 18-weeks’ sub- 
scription for $1 ($1.10 in U.S.A. 
dollars in Canada) sent in imme- 
diately will secure Mr. Hoover's 
article and many other fine things 
which the Times has in store for 
its readers. 


Why not let your friends know 
about the Times by giving them 
one of these short-term subscrip- 
tions? Orders, asking for the J. 
Edgar Hoover short-term subscrip- 
tions, should be sent early to The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N, 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Lesson for May 13 
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ll. The Life That Wins 


By the late CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, Litt.D. 


“To me to live is Christ” 





HE next morning, Sunday, alone in 

my room, I prayed it out with God, 

as I asked Him to show me the way 
out. If there was a conception of Christ 
that I did not have, and that I needed be- 
cause it was the secret of some of these 
other lives I had seen or heard of, a 
conception better than any I had yet had, 
and beyond me, I asked God to give it 
to me. I had with me the sermon I had 
heard, “To me to live is Christ,” and I 
rose from my knees and studied it. Then 
I prayed again. And God, in His long- 
suffering patience, forgiveness, and love, 
gave me what I asked for. He gave me 
a new Christ wholly new in the con- 
ception and consciousness of Christ that 
now became mine. 

Wherein was the change? It is hard 
to put it into words, and yet it is, oh, 
so new, and real, and wonderful, and 
miracle-working in both my own life 
and the lives of others. 

To begin with, I realized for the first 
time that the many references through- 
out the New Testament to Christ in you, 
and you in Christ, Christ our life, and 
abiding in Christ, are literal, actual, 
blessed fact, and not figures of speech. 
How the 15th chapter of John thrilled 
with new life as I it now! And 
the 3rd of Ephesians, 14 to 21. And 
Galatians 2:20. And Philippians 1:21. 


read 


Better Than a Helper 

What I mean is this: I had always 
known that Christ was my Saviour; but 
I had looked upon Him as an external 
Saviour, one who did a saving work for 
me from outside, as it were: one who 
was ready to come close alongside and 
helping me in all that I 
power and strength 
now I knew scme- 
At last I realized 
ctually and liter- 


stay by me, 
needed, giving me 
and salvation. But 
thing better than that 

that Jesus Christ was 
ally within me; and even more than 
that: that He had constituted Himself 
my very life, taking me into unicn with 
Himself —my body, mind, and spirit — 
while I still had my own identity and 
free will and full moral responsibility. 
Was not this better than having Him as 
a helper, or even than having Him as an 
external Saviour: to have Him, Jesus 
Christ, God the Son, as my own very 
life? It meant that I need never again 
ask Him to help me as thcugh He were 
one and I another; but rather simply to 
do His work, His will, in me, and with 
me, and through me. My body was His, 
my mind His, my will His, my spirit His; 
and not merely His, but literally a part 
of Him; what he asked me to recognize 
was, “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me.” Jesus Christ had consti- 


This is the second and concluding 
part of the personal testimony of Dr. 
Trumbull that has been so widely 
used in leaflet form. Copies may be 
had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 2 cents each; 20 cents a 
dozen; or $1.50 a hundred, postpaid. 

A short biography of Dr. Trumbull 
by Dr. Philip E. Howard, Sr., is also 
available. It, too, may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
at the special price of 50 cents a copy. 








tuted Himself my life — not as a figure of 
speech, remember, but as a literal, actual 
fact, as literal as the fact that a certain 
into this desk on 

For “your bodies 


tree has been made 
which my hand rests. 
are members of Christ”; and “ye are the 
body of Christ.” 

Do you wonder that Paul 
with tingling joy and exultation, “To me 
to live is Christ”? He did not say, as 
I had mistakenly been supposing I must 
say, “To me to live is to be Christlike,” 
nor, “To me to live is to have Christ’s 
help,” nor, “To me to live is to serve 
Christ.” No: he plunged through and 
beyond all that in the bold, 
mysterious claim, “To me to live is 
Christ.” I had never understood that 
verse before. Now, thanks to His gift 
of Himself, I am beginning to enter into 
a glimpse of its wonderful meaning. 


could say 


glorious, 


And that is how I know for myself 
that there is a life that wins: that it 
is the life of Jesus Christ: and that it 


may be our life for the asking, if we 
let Him in absclute, unconditional sur- 
render of ourselves to Him, our wills to 
His will, making Him the Master of our 
lives as well as our Saviour enter in, 
overwhelm us with Himself, 
Himself “unto all the 


occupy us, 
yea, fill us with 
fulness of God.” 

What has the 
experience give me only a new 
tual conception of Christ, interest- 
ing and satisfying than before? If it 
were only that, I should have little to tell 
you today. No; it meant a revolution- 
ized, fundamentally changed life, within 
and without. If any man be in Christ 
you know, there is a new creation. 

Do not think that I am suggesting any 
mistaken, unbalanced theory that, when 
a man receives Christ as the fullness of 
his life, he cannot sin again. The “life 
that is Christ” still leaves us our free 
will; with that free will we can 
Christ; and my life, since the new ex- 
perience of which I speak, has recorded 
sins of such resistance. But I have 
learned that the restoration after failure 
can be supernaturally blessed, instan- 


been? Did this 
intellec- 


result 


more 


resist 





taneous, and complete. I have learned 
that, as I trust Christ in surrender, there 
need be no fighting against sin, but com- 
plete freedom from the power and even 
the desire of sin. I have learned that 
this freedom, this more than conquering, 
is sustained in unbroken continuance as 
I simple recognize that Christ is my 
cleansing, reigning life. 

The three great lacks or 
which I spoke at the opening have been 
miraculously met. 

1. There has been a fellowship with 
God utterly differing from and infinitely 
better than anything I had ever known 
in all my life before. 

2. There has been an utterly new kind 


needs of 


of victory, victory-by-freedom, over cer- 
tain besetting sins—the old ones that 


used to throttle and wreck me — when I 
have trusted Christ for this freedom 

3. And, lastly, the spiritual results in 
service have given me such a sharing of 
the joy of Heaven as I never knew was 
possible on earth. Six of my most inti- 
mate friends, most of them mature Chris- 
tians, soon had their lives completely 
revolutionized by Christ, laying hold on 
Him in this new way and receiving Him 
unto all the fullness of God. Two of 
these were a mother and a son, the son 
a young businessman twenty-five years 
old. Another was the general manager 
of one of the large business houses in 
Philadelphia. Though consecrated and 
active as a Christian for years, he began 
letting Christ work out through him in a 
new way into the lives of his many as- 
sociates, and of his salesmen all over the 
country. A white-haired man of over 
seventy found a peace in life and a joy 
in prayer that he had long ago given 
up as impossible for him. Life fairly 
teems with the miracle-evidences of 
what Christ is willing and able to do for 
other lives through anyone who just 
turns over the keys to His complete in- 
dwelling. 


One of His Fingers 

Jesus Christ does not want to be our 
helper; He wants to be our life. He 
does not want us to work for Him. He 
wants us to let Him do His work through 
us, using us as we use a pencil to write 
with — better still, using us as one of the 
fingers on His hand. 

When our life is not only Christ’s, 
but Christ, our life will be a winning 
life; for He cannot fail. And a winning 
life is a fruit-bearing life, a serving life. 
It is after all only a small part of life, 
and a wholly negative part, to over- 
come; we must also bear fruit in char- 
acter and in service if Christ is our life. 
And we shall — because Christ is our life, 
“He cannot deny himself’; He “came 
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not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister.” An utterly new kind of service 
will be ours now, as we let Christ serve 
others through us, using us. And this 
fruit-bearing and service, habitual and 
constant, must all be by faith in Him; 
our works are the result of His Life in 
us; not the condition, or the secret, or 
the cause of that Life. 

The conditions of thus receiving Christ 
as the fullness of the life are simply two 
— after, of course, our personal accept- 
ance of Christ as our Saviour — through 
His shed blood and death as our Substi- 
tute and Sin-Bearer — from the guilt and 
consequences of our sin. 

1. Surrender absolutely and uncondi- 
tionally to Christ as Master of all that we 
are and all that we have, telling God 
that we are now ready to have His whole 
will done in our entire life, at every 
point, no matter what it costs. 

2. Believe that God has set us wholly 
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free from‘the law of sin 
not will do this, but has done it. Upon 
this second step, the quiet act of faith, 
all now depends. Faith must believe God 
in entire absence of any feeling or evi- 
dence. For God’s word is safer, better, 
and surer than any evidence of His 
word. We are to say, in blind, cold 
faith if need be, “I know that my Lord 
Jesus is meeting all my needs now (even 
my need of faith), because His grace is 
sufficient for me.” 

And remember that Christ Himself is 
better than any of His blessings; better 
than the power, or the victory, or the 
service, that He grants. Christ creates 
spiritual power; but Christ is better than 
that power. He is God’s best: He is 
God; and we may have this best: we may 
have Christ, yielding to Him in such 
completeness and abandonment of self 
that it is no longer we that live, but 
Christ liveth in us. Will you thus take 
Him? 


XI. Counsels for Young Pastors 


The interpretation and application of the Scriptures 


HE interpretation and application of 

the Scriptures are of importance to 
all Bible students, but are of special 
importance to all preachers. To begin 
with, it is important to distinguish be- 
tween interpretation — the original and 
intended meaning of any given pasSage; 
and application—the use that is made 
of that passage for any given purpose. 

Every passage of Scripture has an 
original and intended meaning, and the 
primary duty of every Bible reader and 
student is to discover what that mean- 
ing is. 

Interpretation should always precede 
application, and application should al- 
ways be congruous with interpretation. 
We have no right to apply any passage 
of Scripture in a way which is foreign 
to, or opposed to, its true interpretation. 

In approaching a Scripture, our first 
question should be: What was meant by 
this when it was spoken or written? 
and our second question should be: In 
keeping with that original intention, 
what may the passage now mean to me? 

This method embodies a principle, the 
principle of handling the Scriptures ac- 
cording to truth and justice. 

Over against this is the practice of 
making any use of the Scriptures that 
inclination or fancy may dictate—a 
practice that is most reprehensible, for 
such in effect makes “the word of God 
of none effect” (Mark 7:13), and amounts 
to “corrupting” and “falsifying” it (2 
Cor. 2:17; 4:2). 

How, then, may we know what the 
Scriptures mean, and how may we make 
a true application of them? 

Within our present limits it is impos- 


By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE, D.D. 


sible to give these questions a compre- 
hensive answer, but, toward such an 
answer are cffered the following consid- 
erations. There are seven points we 
must observe if we would interpret and 
apply the Scriptures rightly: 


1. WE Must ENbEAvor To OBTAIN 
AN ACCURATE TEXT 

Consider the importance, for this pur- 
pose, of the Revised Version. Scarcely 
any method of study is more profitable 
than a habitual comparison of our two 
great versions, the Authorized and the 
Revised versions. By such comparison 
many a difficult passage will be made 
plain, and many a familiar passage will 
be given a new meaning, 

Here are a few examples: 

In Psalm 96:9, “The beauty of holi- 
ness,”” becomes, “in holy array [attire].” 

In Acts 26:28, “Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian,” becomes, “With 
but little persuasion thou wouldest fain 
make me a Christian.” 

In Philippians 2:6, “Thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God,” becomes, 
“Counted not the being on an equality 
with God a thing to be grasped.” 

In Philippians 2:7, “Made himself of 
no reputation,” becomes, “emptied him- 
self.” 

Resort should be had also to transla- 
tions, such as Young’s, Darby’s, Wey- 
mouth’s, Way’s, and others. 

2. We Must Pay CAREFUL ATTENTION 

TO CONTEXT 

Almost anything can be made of a 
passage if its context is ignored, : 

a. Attention to context will lead us to 


(Rom, 8:2) — 
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ignore the artificial divisions of chap- 

ters and verses in our Bible. If ever 

there was any justification for such di. 

viding, it should have been done with 

due regard for connection, which, alas 
is far from being the case in innumer. 
able passages. For example: 

John 7:53 and 8:1 should not be sep- 

arated. 

Matthew 16:28 and 17:1 should be to- 
gether as in Mark 9:1, 2, for the Trans- 
figuration was the fulfillment of the 
promise. 

The chapter divisions in the beginning 
of Hebrews are wrong, exposition and 
exhortation being separated. For ex- 
ample, chapter 1 should end at 2:4 

b. Fidelity must be shown to the im- 
mediate setting of any phrase or text, 
We have no right to disconnect such, 
and give to it a meaning which does not 
belong to it, and which, perchance, may 
be opposed to it. For example: 

“Touch not; taste not; handle not” (Col, 
2:21), has often been used as a temper- 
ance text by wresting it from its setting, 
and making it to mean exactly the op- 
posite of what it does mean. 

“Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9) is 
spoken, not of the blessedness of Heaven, 
but of the profound wisdom of the plan 
of salvation. 

“Why shbuld ye be stricken any more? 

” (Isa, 1:5 and on through 6) refers, 
not to the total depravity of man, but 
to Israel beaten and bruised by chas- 
tisement, as by Oriental scourging, yet 
unrepentant. 

ec. The use of Scripture phrases as 
mottoes or texts on which to hang 
thoughts with which they have no con- 
nection is not defensible: 

“Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages” 
(Exod. 2:9), is not a divine command to 
parents, Sunday school teachers, or min- 
isters, 

“Jesus only,” in Mark 9:8, cannot rea- 
sonably be used to set forth the suprem- 
acy of Christ. Other Scriptures do this, 
for example, Colossians 2:9, 

“What lack I yet?” (Matt. 19:20), can- 
not properly be used as an inquiry into 
one’s want of success in Christian serv- 
ice. 

Phillips Brooks has said: “Never 
draw out of a text a meaning that you 
know is not true. If your text has not 
your truth in it, find some other text 
that has.” 

d. For the appreciation of some pas- 
sages, the whole writing in which they 
occur must be known and understood. 
This is certainly true of such Books as 
Romans and Job. 

e. Where, in a passage, there are sev- 
eral voices, care must be taken to dis- 
tinguish these. For examples, study care- 
fully Psalm 91 and Hosea 14. 
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Lesson for May 13 


3. WE Must REMEMBER THAT THE 
BisLtE Is AN ORIENTAL BooK 

It is pervaded by conceptions and ex- 
pressions that are largely peculiar to 
the Hebrews. These must be recognized, 
if we would avoid misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation. For instance, that 
which is relative is often made absolute, 
and the absolute is often made relative. 

In Luke 14:12, “When thou makest a 
dinner .. . , call not thy friends,” must 
not be taken to mean that we are not 
to entertain our friends, 

In Genesis 45:8, when he says, “It was 
not you that sent me hither, but God,” 
Joseph is not denying that his brethren 
had anything to do with his being in 
Egypt, but is declaring his faith in di- 
vine providence, 

To put an absolute interpretation on 
Jeremiah 7:22, 23, “For I spake not unto 
your fathers, nor commanded them .. .” 
is confusing, for God had spoken to them 
concerning sacrifice. But the command 
to obey is held to be so much more im- 
portant, that the other is pronounced 
as nothing in comparison (cf. Hos, 6:6; 
Psa. 51:16, 17; 1 Sam. 15:22). 

The “plaiting the hair” and “wearing 
of gold” mentioned in 1 Peter 3:3 does 
not prohibit outward adornment, any 
more than it prohibits the wearing of 
clothes (“putting on of apparel”); but 
the absolute statement, emphatic and 
impressive in form, is designed to be 
understood relatively. 

In Matthew 9:12, 13, when He said, 
“They that be whole need not a physi- 
cian,” Christ did not teach that any were 
“whole” or “righteous,” but He was tak- 
ing the Pharisees at their own self-esti- 
mate. 

Unless such modes of thought and ex- 
pression are recognized, one could easily 
drop into the grossest error. 

And akin to this is another condition 
of true interpretation, which we will 
consider next. 

4. We Must Stupy CAREFULLY THE Mor- 
PHOLOGY OR LITERARY FORMS OF 
THE SCRIPTURES 
Ignorance or neglect of this matter, a 
matter of vital importance for interpre- 
tation, will effectually rob one of a true 
appreciation of the Biblical writings, and 
will be productive of endless misunder- 

standing. 

When poetry is treated as prose, and 
history as philosophy or theology, con- 
fusion is complete. 

Many Scriptures are imaginative in 
character, and appeal not to our logical 
but to our imaginative faculty. To bring 
to bear on such passages the literalist 
method of interpretation would be to 
reduce them to absurdity. 

In Isaiah 40, we read of God as sitting 
“above the circle of the earth,” measur- 
ing “the waters in the hollow of his 


hand,” meting out “heaven with the 
span,” weighing “the mountains in 


scales,” stretching out “the heavens as 
a curtain,” and calling the constellations 
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“by name.” But we cannot reach under- 
standing of such expressions along the 
lines of prose and logic. Figurative and 
poetic language abounds in the Scrip- 
tures, and when it is regarded in any 
other way, much of it becomes grotesque 
and nonsensical. Let the canons of his- 
tory, or of art, be applied to Revelation 
4, and what we mean will become per- 
fectly plain. 
5. We Must ASSUME THE PERFECT 
HARMONY OF TRUTH 

Revelation is a symmetrical whole, and 
all the teachings of Scripture must be 
consistent, 

If a passage may have two possible 
meanings, that one should be chosen 
which is most in keeping with what the 
Bible in general plainly teaches. 

All that Scripture has to say on any 
given subject is the truth about that 
subject. 

In Matthew 5 we are told to “love 
your enemies,” and in Luke 14 we are 
told to “hate” our relatives. How can 
these statements be reconciled? Only 
by a careful examination of the word 
“hate,” wherever it occurs in the New 
Testament, and by a due regard for He- 
brew modes of expression, referred to 
above. The Hebrews did not think ab- 
stractly, but concretely, and so they ex- 
pressed themselves, as here, in terms 
of sharp antithesis. 


6. We Must RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF THE 
COMPARATIVE RECORD 

There are certain words in the Bible 
which we may call capital, the meanings 
of which, rightly apprehended, become 
keys to Scripture. Among such words 
are, “faith,” “righteousness,” “grace,” 
“sin,” “life,” “truth,” “forgiveness,” 
“fear,” and “salvation.” 

But great care is needed in the use 
of the comparative method. To take a 
word and trace it through Scripture with 
the aid of a concordance may gravely 
mislead, as several words in the Hebrew 
or Greek may be translated by the same 
English word, and so the precise mean- 
ing is lost. 

In illustration of this take the word 
“another.” This word represents two in 
the original, allos and heteros, The for- 
mer means “another,” numerically; and 
the latter “another,” generically. Sim- 
ilarity is indicated by alios, and differ- 
ence by heteros. Both words occur in 
Galatians 1:6, 7. These people were 
turned to “another,” a heteros gospel, a 
different gospel, which was not “an- 
other,” allos, not the same as the Gospel 
that Paul had preached to them. 

In John 14:16, the “another” Com- 
forter, or Paraclete, is not heteros, dif- 
ferent in being from the Father and the 
Son; but is allos, (See also 1 Cor. 15:39, 
41, allos; and v. 40, heteros.) 

For the pursuit of the comparative 
method, I recommend three helps — the 
American Revised Version with revised 
marginal references; Young's or Strong’s 
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Concordance; and Thompson’s Chain 


Reference Bible. 


7. We Must Learn How To SPIRITUALIZE 
OR ALLEGORIZE THE SCRIPTURES 

By the same token we must also learn 
how not to spiritualize or allegorize the 
Scriptures. 

Origen (3rd cent.) is commonly re- 
garded as the “father” of Christian alle- 
gorizing, but the practice antedates him, 
being found in first century writings, 
both Biblical and extra-Biblical. 

The writings of Philo, an Alexandrian 
Jew of the first century are character- 
ized by the method of sustained allegory 
In his view, the Old Testament writ- 
ings had two meanings, one literal, and 
the other allegorical, and this theory was 
carried to great lengths. For him, “the 
history of mankind as related in Gene- 
sis, is in reality nothing else than a 
system of psychology and ethics. The 
different individuals who here make 
their appearance denote the different 
states of soul which occur among men” 
(cf. Jukes, “Types of Genesis”). But the 
abuse of a method does not discredit its 
use. The Apostle Paul uses this Rab- 
binic method in Galatians 4:21-31. 

It is not possible to lay down rigid 
lines of guidance in’ this matter, but 
fancy should be kept severely in check, 
and Scripture should be kept to as 
closely as possible. 

The Bible itself warrants our seeing 
in events, manners, customs, seasons, and 
the like, a spiritual significance (see 
John 1:14, 29; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; 10:4; 11); but 
it does not warrant our spiritualizing 
everything. Augustine went so far as to 
say that Noah, drunk, was a symbol of 
the shame of the manhood of Christ on 
the cross. 

Great care also must be taken with 
the Parables, for here, too, wild extrav- 
agances can be indulged in. 

There are two classic chapters that 
offer themselves for investigation in this 
field, Matthew 13 and Luke 15. 

Two of the parables in Matthew 13 are 
interpreted by our Lord, and these in- 
terpretations should be closely studied 
(Mark 4:13). Luke 15 illustrates the 
necessity of regarding the context, set- 
ing, and scope of a passage. The key 
is in verses 1-3. Surely this determines 
whether or not the prodigal is a “sin- 
ner,” or a “backslider.” The parables in 
Matthew 13 present acutely the problem 
of interpretation. 

If the foregoing seven points are fol- 
lowed, we shall not only be preserved 
from error, but greatly enriched in our 
study of the Scriptures, 

(To be continued) 


Every true Christian will agree that 
to know Christ is to love Him, and to 
love Him is to serve Him, and to serve 
Him is the greatest honor and delight 
imaginable !—A, P. G., in Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. 
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ing testimony of Judge Medina be- 

fore the Church Club of New York 
last February. He tells us that he was 
taught to pray as a boy and has continued 
so to do through life. As a consequence, 
in his judicial life he has ever felt that 
Someone was “always watching me and 
telling me to make sure that my rulings 
and my decisions were fundamentally 
right and just.” Then he relates this 
incident. 

A woman, brought before him for rob- 
ing a mailbox, suddenly broke out in 
“a tongue lashing that was a work of 
art.” After reflecting for a moment or 
two that if he sentenced her that day 
his decision might have a note of retali- 
ation for her discourtesy, he put the 
matter off for a week. 

“The following Sunday I was sitting 
in my pew at St. James’ Church when 
the rector, at a certain point in the 
service, said that he would pause for a 
moment or two so that every member 
of the congregation could make a silent 
prayer in connection with whatever mat- 
ter was troubling him. So I prayed for 
that woman just as hard and as fervently 
as I knew how, and a day or two later 
she was back there in court standing 
before me. I told her all about what I 
had been going through. I told her 
that I had prayed for her in church. 

. . The outcome was that I gave her 
a suspended sentence, and I do not think 
there is very much chance that she will 
be in court again.” 

This is indeed Christian humility ! 

“IT do not see why a judge should be 
ashamed that he prays for divine guid- 
ance and for strength to do his duty. 
Indeed, there came a time not so ‘long 
after . . . when I did the most sincere 
and the most fervent praying that I have 
ever done in my life.” He then describes 
the wrangling, threatening Communists 
of the famous trial last year in New 
York and how, at the high point of their 
hateful assault, he was kept in perfect 
peace, calm in utterance and in judg- 
ment. “I tell you, as I stand here, that 
I never had the will and the self-control 
to do these things. If ever a man felt 
the presence of Someone beside him, 
strengthening his will and giving him aid 
and comfort, I certainly did on that day. 
And so it was later and toward the end 
of August, when one day I finally left 
the court room and went to lie down, 
thinking that perhaps I should never 
go back. But, after ten or fifteen min- 
utes, I was refreshed and did go back; 
and I gained in strength from that mo- 
ment to the end. ... 

“I could not come to this gathering 
prepared to discuss the ordinary plati- 


"Tine: was a manly and heart-warm- 


tudes, . . . It seemed better, particularly 
in these trying, difficult times, when each 
of us is worried and troubled over this 
great country of ours that we love so 
well, to sound a note of comfort. After 
all is said and done, it is not we who 
pull the strings; we are not the masters, 
but the servants of our Master’s will, 
and it is well that we should know it 
to be so.” (Condensed, with permission 
to reprint, from the Living Church, Mil- 
waukee.) 

How refreshing such a testimony from 
a government servant at a time when 
the nation’s ears are enduring so much 
of scandal and corruption in high places! 


The Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 
reports five definite conversions during 
recent months by its chapter in the Juil- 
liard School of Music. Over two hun- 
dred student and graduate nurses, rep- 
resenting fourteen states and Canada, 
registered for its Fifth Annual Christian 
Nurses Fellowship Conference last sum- 
mer at Medicine Lake, Minn, 

The general secretary speaks of an 
evangelistic mission in a church affili- 
ated college: “We were prepared for 
some opposition. I doubt, however, that 
any of us expected this to take the form 
of a ‘hate Jesus session,’ attended by 
students. 

“Arrangements had been made for some 
of the staff members to stay in one of the 
large dormitories, and it was there that 
the ‘hate Jesus session’ was called. For 
hours it went on —blaspheming, revil- 
ing, denying the existence of God, pro- 
fanely scoffing and holding up for con- 
tempt the Lord Jesus, ridiculing the 
Word of God as lies, and all in words 
so profane and vile that the very pres- 
ence of demons seemed obvious, 

“Yet on that very campus there were 
students who, before the week was over, 
became convicted of their sin and ac- 
cepted Christ. One letter is typical of 
the many received: 

“Since I have found Jesus as my Sav- 
iour, my life is being guided by God. I 
can hardly put on paper the many differ- 
ent ways in which it has been changed. 
I shall be eternally grateful to God for 
my opportunity to see and understand 
Christianity as it really is and how it 
should affect my daily living. I have 
thanked God in my prayers for sending 
people, such as you, to lost and mis- 
guided souls like me.’” 


It is announced that a New York City 
Evangelism Campaign, with the Rev. 
William Graham leading, will be carried 
on between September 14 and October 
12 of next year, the first time available 
because of many previous commitments. 
A large mass meeting to start a year 


By ERNEST GORDON 


of intensive evangelism will be held on 
the first of January, 1952. 

Mr. Graham recently held evangelis- 
tic meetings in Fort Worth with such 
great attendance that it was necessary 
to enlarge the tabernacle. 

The Seventh Royal Albert Hall Cam- 
paign of the English evangelist, Mr. T. 
B. Rees, drew great crowds not only 
from all parts of London but from out- 
lying counties in Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
and Essex, people coming in companies 
or groups to the meetings. Mr. Rees 
adds Bible instruction to his evangelism, 
and at his closing meeting he gave a 
memorable address on the Trinity to 
the thousands remaining for Bible teach- 
ing. 

“A clerk in a London business house 
and a nurse, converts of last year’s cam- 
paign, witnessed to the reality of their 
conversion, and Lieut. Akeroyd of the 
British Navy gave a thrilling account 
of his spiritual pilgrimage from argu- 
mentative opposition to Christianity to 
wholehearted belief in Christ.” 


News has come of the death of Mr. 
Evan Roberts, the God-given leader of 
the Welsh Revival at the turn of the 
century (1904-05). The transforming 
nationwide effects are well remembered. 
Drunkards and blasphemers were trans- 
formed into sons of God, drink shops 
were shut down, and it was not uncom- 
mon to see on their facade the sign, 
“Premises closed—owner converted.” 
The little land became a nest of singing 
birds, overflowing with praises to Christ. 
This revival was a vindication of the 
evangelical belief in conversion, instan- 
taneous conversion, a foretaste of the 
great coming evangelical revival when 
the knowledge of the Lord shall cover 
the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
In Mr. Roberts’ personal experiences of 
the time was much that was supernatu- 
ral, and that vindicates belief in the 
fact of the miraculous. He, like many of 
the Old Testament saints, knew and 
talked with God. 


The Nicobar Islands are in the Bay of 
Bengal. Many years ago, the Moravians 
brought the Gospel thither, but their 
work faded away. In 1896 a government 
agent, Mr. Solomon, trained a number 
of islanders for Christian testimony, so 
that in a population of 9,000 there were, 
after a little time, a few hundred Chris- 
tians. A hundred or so of them were 
tortured and killed in the Japanese in- 
vasion. John Richardson, one of the 
Christian leaders, was condemned to 
death, but on the morning fixed for his 
execution he was released. The war 
was over! 

Since then there has 


been a great 
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change. By May, 1947, the number of 
Christians had risen to 2,500, each pre- 
pared and baptized by John Richard- 
son, who, in spite of his English name, 
is Nicobarese. Seven daughter churches 
have been built in different villages 
around the coast. At present the num- 
ber of Christians has risen to about two- 
thirds of the population of the main 
island. 

Now these Christians are evangeliz- 
ing the adjacent smaller islands. One 
leader, Ezekiel, has taken 114 Christians 
to settle in Nancowry Island as a nu- 
cleus for a church where once the Mo- 
ravians toiled resultlessly. 

World Dominion, which relates this, 
also tells us of a lay movement in 
Sumatra among the Simelungen Bataks, 
of whom there are 120,000. In all the 
major churches brief training classes 
have been held monthly to prepare “in- 
viters to Christ,” who go in groups to 
pagan villages, singing, giving simple 
testimonies, and inviting the people to 
church. At present some 1,075 are en- 
rolled in this witness. This has been 
reflected in a substantial growth in 
church members, from 9,385 in 1944 to 
16,133 in 1949. At present it is reported 
that about 11,000 pagans of the Simelun- 
gen race are now studying, and prepar- 
ing themselves for baptism. 


The Y.M.C.A. has grown rich and in- 
creased in goods, but its Christian life 
is sclerotic. The Lord is therefore rais- 
ing up another agency to do the work 
which it once did. 

The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee is opening up Service Centers 
again for the evangelization of service- 
men. The Navy is busy reactivating 
Treasure Island Naval Base to accommo- 
date 20,000 sailors in the near future. 
That means that Market Street will] be 
white with Navy caps once more. “Our 
San Francisco Committee has been in 
prayer for a building, and the Lord has 
answered. We are now in our new 
Servicemen’s Center, 524 Market Street.” 

In their San Diego Service Center, in 
July, 1949, there were 145 professions 
of faith in Christ; in July, 1950, 458! 
In San Bernardino the report is: “We 
have had nearly a thousand ccttage 
prayer meetings in session weekly since 
early last month. God has truly blessed 
our every effort. Our thirteen Youth for 
Christ Saturday-night meetings averaged 
each 3,000 present. When Stuart Ham- 
blen spoke, 4,500 people gathered to hear 
him. 

Here’s a story. Mr. Bard Eichelberger 
of Lancaster, Pa., was formerly a dance- 
band player and hard drinker, now a 
living testimony to God’s saving grace. 
He is head of the Child Evangelism Com- 
Mittee of Lancaster, which brings the 
Good News to nearly three thousand 
five hundred boys and girls each week. 
Mr. Eichelberger is a florist, and re- 
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cently went to New York to purchase 
an additional greenhouse. After com- 
pleting the transaction, he testified to 
God’s love in Christ to the Jewish man 
with whom he was doing business. The 
Holy Spirit had His way, and there, in 
an office in New York, in the presence 
of his business associates, a wealthy, 
husky Jew humbly knelt and accepted 
Christ. 


Dr. Garrison of the Christian Century 
has visited Spain and carefully noted 
church conditions there. He _ reports 
that, in spite of mean persecution, the 
Protestant churches are vigorous and ex- 
panding, even more so than in the more 
favorable days of the Republic. The 
same publication prints a remarkable 
story from Professor Pieper of Princeton 
of conditions in the Soviet Zone of Ger- 
many. The ministers are crowded and 
spied on; economic conditions are un- 
speakably depressing. The Soviet Gov- 
ernment has taken from the church its 
hospitals, schools, and institutional life 
in general, hoping thus to weaken it. 
The church has been thrown back on 
the Bible. 

So it has trained lay workers to teach 
and evangelize the church's children. 
More than ninety-five per cent of school- 
age children attend this “Christian in- 
struction.” The results are amazing. 
Both in high schools and universities, 
young Christians come together spon- 
taneously in school and student congre- 
gations. Without any formal organiza- 
tion— which is forbidden—they hold 
religious services and study the Bible. 
In the parishes, youth congregations 
meet for Bible study, prayer, and hymn- 
singing. The evangelistic power of re- 
ligious songs has been rediscovered. 
Moreover, by assuming their share in 
the charitable work of the congregation, 
by evangelizing other young people 
through witness and song, and by hold- 
ing retreats and public meetings of all 
kinds, the young people both manifest 
and intensify their spiritual life. 

The success of such activities has sur- 
passed all expectations. As one of the 
organizers of catechetical training said: 
“The government thought they would 
crush the chureh by compelling her to 
concentrate her work on the Bible. They 
did not realize how greatly we would 
profit from such concentration.” 

All this awakens the envy and hate 
of the Communists. The refusal of 
Protestant youth to join the Communist 
Free German Youth makes them sus- 
pect. Protestants sing: Communists can- 
not sing, at least with an attractive 
power. Noticeable is it that Protestant 
churches in the Western Zone are 
adopting corresponding churches in the 
Eastern Zone for their help and encour- 
agement. 

Leper Notes.—Dr. Richard S. Buker, 


who founded ten self-supporting moun- 
tain colonies for lepers in Burma during 
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the thirties, is now running the renowned 
McKean Colony at Chiengmai, Siam. 
He plans a nation-wide leper survey and 
a chain of clinics; is making a thrust 
over into Burma to reactivate his old 
work there, and has already submitted 
an exhaustive plan for using $300,000 of 
Mr. Truman's Point Four money. 

Dr. Howard A. Boslar of the Church 
of the Brethren leprosarium in Nigeria 
has been awarded the Order of the Brit- 
ish Empire. On this occasion 1,500 leper 
patients lined both sides of the road 
to cheer him uproariously. 


The Gospel Among the Pygmies of the 
Ituri Forest.—Another “uttermost part” 
has been reached! Mr. Spees, in Congo 
Mission News, writes: 

“We come to a clearing and find a 
Pygmy evangelist standing in front of a 
small, mud chapel awaiting our arrival. 
He beats a drum and its reverberations 
are nearly drowned out by the noisy 
little Pygmies as they enter the clear- 
ing and file into the chapel that they 
built themselves. They are glad to see 
us, and the meeting begins. The Pygmies 
have learned many hymns by hearf, and 
they sing lustily. The evangelist, the 
only Pygmy we have who can read well, 
leads them in some memory work. We 
have brought the flannelgraph along, 
and again have the joy of presenting the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour 
of sinners. With the meeting over, we 
bid them all good-by, for it will be many 
weeks before we see them again. To- 
morrow they are all moving deep into 
the forest in search of elephants. The 
evangelist and his wife move with 
them. 

“All Pygmies are ‘owned’ by the regu- 
lar village natives. When a villager 
dies, his Pygmies become the possession 
of his son. They are sometimes sold, 
and good hunters are often rented. A 
Pygmy man serves his master by hunt- 
ing game for him and helping to fell 
trees,.when a clearing is made for a 
new garden. He also brings in wild nuts, 
fruits, edible insects, and so on. The 
Pygmy woman works alongside the wife 
of her master in cleaning the underbrush 
and weeding her garden. In return for 
their services they receive cultivated 
food. The fidelity of the Pygmy and 
the love he has for his master depend 
on how well he is treated. If the mas- 
ter is too severe, the Pygmy disappears 
in the dense forest for months; if the 
Pygmy becomes lazy in his hunting, his 
master takes away his spear as punish- 
ment. 

“Since the work was started at Lolwa 
twenty years ago, about two hundred 
Pygmies have professed faith in Christ, 
but we long to see more evidence of the 
new birth in their lives. We have four 
chapels among them. The young are 
taught to read. Each Lord’s Day some 
group of Pygmies usually accepts our 
invitation to come to the Gospel service.” 
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The Christian Principle 
in Life Insurance 
(Continued from second page) 


‘furnish for future use.’ The Greek word 
that Paul used means literally, ‘to pro- 
vide,’ or ‘think of beforehand.’ A man 
has no faith, he has denied the faith, 
said Paul with vigorous conviction, if 
he does not furnish that which is needed 
for the future use of his own household. 
There is no such thing as ‘leaning on 
God in faith,’ Paul says, if we fail to 
plan in advance to meet the responsibil- 
ities that God has placed upon us. 

“If the disciples who left all to follow 
Christ made no provision for the tem- 
poral need of any others, it was prob- 
ably because there were no others who 
were obliged to be dependent upon them. 
Christ never calls a man away from his 
obligations. 

“The benevolent work that George 
Miiller did in caring for ‘nobody’s chil- 
dren’ was supported wholly by free-will 
and unsolicited gifts. He rightly used 
those gifts for the daily needs of the 
dependent, believing that gifts would 
continue to come in the future, for the 
future’s needs, as they were coming in 
the present. The income that one must 
earn is different from the income that is 
derived from gifts. The earning power 
ceases; if one can provide, while the 
earning power lasts, for the meeting of 
obligations that may exist after the earn- 
ing power has ceased, it would seem to 
be a plain duty to do so. 

“If life insurance is to be ruled out 
because it has to do with the future, 
and with the element of uncertainty that 
is always in the future, then every ac- 
tion of every follower of Christ that 
looks toward meeting a need not yet in 
the present must also be ruled out. Such 
a ruling would make life unlivable, and 
make a travesty of faith, When one 
starting on an all-day journey carries 
food with him or takes money to buy 
food; when a parent sending a child to 
school lovingly puts up the luncheon 
needed for the noon hour; when one 
leaving home in clear weather takes 
along an umbrella, or in warm weather 
throws an overcoat over his arm; when 
the family in the country, driving to 
the distant church on Sunday morning 
think enough of the faithful horse to 
carry oats in the wagon for his noon- 
day meal; when THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times buys enough paper not only to 
print this edition upon, but to print a 
possible edition next week also—do 
these acts betray a life that has no faith 
in God, and that dabbles in speculation 
while needy mankind suffers for what 
the food or money thus expended ought 
to supply? 

“Life insurance is only one application 
of the principle by which God has or- 
dered that we must direct our lives: pro- 
viding now, while we can, for a need 
that is probable, just ahead, and that 
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will find us unprepared unless we pro- 
vide for it now. It is possible to abuse 
this principle in life insurance, by lay- 
ing up an amount that is out of propor- 
tion to the probable need. But such an 
abuse is also possible in overstocking 
one’s larder, or one’s wardrobe, or one’s 
bank account. It does not follow that 
God would have us live with empty 
larders, empty wardrobes, and empty 
purses, nor that He would have a man 
leave a wife or children as a helpless 
charge upon public charity when it 
would have been possible to provide 
against this by such co-operative, mutual 
form of future provision as rightly con- 
ducted life insurance offers. 

“We are not speculating in God’s tem- 
ples when we plan to meet the bodily 
needs which He has taught us are likely 
to occur. That prodigality is not blessed 
which ignores any obligation that God 
has placed upon us. There is no Bible 








A Mother’s Meditation 
By M. L. M. 


“Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts shall be established” 
(Prov. 16:3). 


HE house is still, 
their beds — 

The dawn has not yet ushered in the day, 
But baby’s hunger cry drove sleep away, 
And called me from my dreamland 

fantasies. 
So while my darling nestles in my arms, 
Picture of sweet content and utter trust, 
I lift my soul to Thee, and through Thy 


the children in 


Word 

I hear Thee speaking softly, heart to 
heart. 

My works, dear Lord — what very trivial 
things — 


No sermon great to stir a waiting crowd, 

Or song, or music played by master hand, 

These hands of mine will deal with dust 
and dirt. 

(Thine dealt with dust and made a blind 
man see !) 

This voice be used to counsel and com- 
mand. 

My works, dear Lord, from morn till 
late at night — 

A ceaseless round of very little things. 


Commit these works to Thee? Yea, Lord, 
just now, 

And from Thy hand of love receive them 
back 

Moment by moment, till the evening 
falls. 

Thy promise is my thoughts shall settled 
be — 

Thoughts that are often filled with doubt 
and fear, 

With discontent, and dismal dark fore- 
boding. 

My works, dear Lord, I now commit to 
Thee — 

With Thine own peace establish Thou 
my thoughts. 
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promise that God will fill empty cruses 
that we ought to have filled for our- 
selves. There is every reason to believe 
that the good Samaritan cared for his 
own family as well as for his roadside 
neighbor. This ‘ye ought to have done, 
and not to have left the other undone.’” 


Journeying With the 1951 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


XPERIENCED travelers agree that 

the Inside Passage from Seattle to 
southeastern Alaska is one of the most 
beautiful waterways in the world. At 
every turn of your vessel, a new scenic 
delight meets the eye, until, long before 
the steamer turns homeward, you have 
exhausted every superlative in your vo- 
cabulary. At times the steamer will glide 
across wide stretches of sapphire blue 
water, dotted with wooded islands, any 
one of which would be a vacation para- 
dise. Then the ship threads its way 
through narrow channels between tower- 
ing mountains, and on either side one 
may glimpse tumbling waterfalls, lux- 
uriant vegetation, and often startled wild 
life, as the wash of the steamer sweeps 
the shore. 

It is small wonder that SuNpDAy ScHOOL 
Times readers who have joined the 
Christian Fellowship parties in other 
years never tire of telling friends and 
loved ones of the unforgettable experi- 
ences they have enjoyed as they jour- 
neyed, with Christian fellow travelers, 
to America’s “last frontier.” 

The 1951 party will leave Chicago on 
June 28, traveling in Pullman cars by 
way of Denver, Salt Lake City, Los An- 
geles, Yosemite National Park, San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and Van- 
couver, B. C. There will be stops in 
each of these cities, sometimes for a day 
of sight-seeing, and at other times for 
one or two days in first class, comfort- 
able hotels. 

The steamer cruise will begin on July 
9 at Vancouver, B. C. Now and then the 
steamer stops at thriving coastal towns 
whose only contact with the outside 
world is either by boat or airplane. 
There are frequent opportunities to go 
ashore for sight-seeing and for the pur- 
chase of unusual gifts for the folks back 
home. There are opportunities to see 
the work being carried on by mission- 
aries in distant outposts, and there wil 
be a visit overland to the foot of a real 
glacier. 

The party will return to Vaucouver, 
B. C., on July 19, and will then move on 
by another steamer to Victoria, B. C.., 
and then back to Seattle. Before start- 
ing on the journey back home, there 
will be an overnight visit to Mt. Rainier, 
where the party will stay at the beau- 
tiful and spectacularly situated Paradise 
Inn, high on one of the shoulders of the 

(Continued on page 383) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. MAY 13. THE NORTHERN KINGDOM (Temperance) 


1 Kings 12:16-33; 16:21 to 17:24; 2 Kings 17:1-18; Amos 6:1-7; printed text, 1 Kings 12:20; 
16:23-28, 30; Amos 6:1-6 


Golden Text.—Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.—Prov. 14:34 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 12:20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that 
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto 
the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was 
none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 

Chap. 16:23 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah 
began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned 
he in Tirzah. 

24 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents 
of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city 
which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, 
Samaria. F 

25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lorp, and did 
worse than all that were before him. 

26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the 
Lorpy God of Israel to anger with their vanities. 

27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his might 


30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lorp 
above all that were before him. 

Amos 6:1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in 
the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, 
to whom the house of Israel came ! 

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to 
Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: 
be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than 
your border? 

3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of 
violence to come near; 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon 
their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the midst of the stall; 

5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves 
instruments of musick, like David; 

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 
chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of 








that he shewed, are they not written in the book of the chron- 


icles of the kings of Israel? 


28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: 


and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE man who fights his way to 
TFareatness is usually more able to 
carry it than the man who steps into 
it ready-made. Andrew Carnegie, in his 
brief autobiography, “My Own Story,” 
speaks frequently about the handicaps 
of the rich man’s son. So David, who 
rose through many a battle, and many an 
affliction, to the throne, was a strong 
man to the end, but his son Solomon, 
who stepped into a splendor all pre- 
pared for him, found it too much, despite 
rich endowments of mind. For a time 
he seemed to rise to the demands of 
his position, especially while the task 
of building the Temple occupied mind 
and heart. Then the weakness began to 
appear, ending in complete breakdown, 
which forfeited the major portion of the 
kingdom for his successors. Solomon 
inherited a rock-founded kingdom, but 
handed to his son a kingdom on stilts. 
Do not fail to see in the division of 
the kingdom the human causes and the 
divine ordering commingled. On the 
human side, Rehoboam’s folly was im- 
mediately responsible for the rift, but 
back of that was God’s sovereign action 
as a chastisement on the blackslidings of 
Solomon. Notice, too, that the orderings 
of God did not justify the rebellion of 
the ten tribes, any more than the “de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God” justified the “wicked hands” that 
crucified the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
2:23). 
The kingdom that broke away from the 


Joseph. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


a < < “ 


house of David lasted about two hundred 
years (931-722 B.C.) —two centuries of 
sin, confusion, and instability, having no 
less than nine dynasties represented in 
its nineteen kings. Dr. Ludwigson of 
Trinity College, Chicago, has produced 
a chart covering the history of Israel 
from the time of the judges to the end 
of Old Testament history. The rectangles 
representing the kings are shaded for 
those who did right in the sight of the 
Lord, and clear for those who did evil 
in the sight of the Lord. It is notice- 
able that there is no shading in the en- 
tire space allotted to the northern kings. 
They had a bad beginning in Jeroboam, 
and they all followed in his steps. We 
may be setting the pace for generations 
to come. Rebellion bears the bitter fruit 
of apostasy. 
Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 12:20.—“When all Israel heard 
that Jeroboam was come again.” That 
is, from Egypt, where he had been in 
hiding from Solomon. For the story, 
read 1 Kings 11:26-40. “Made him king 
over all Israel.” The prophet’s act was 
widely known throughout Israel. The 
term “all Israel” refers to the northern 
tribes. The southern kingdom now goes 
by the name “Judah.” “The tribe of 
Judah only.” From now on the name 
Judah covers all who followed the house 
of David. The tribe of Benjamin was 
included, with most of its territory (v. 
21). What about Simeon, whose terri- 
tory was south of Judah, or as some 
think, within Judah? See the discussion 
in Keil’s commentary under 1 Kings 11: 
26-40. The tribe of Levi did not figure 
in the political division. 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


1 Kings 16:23—*. .. Asa . . . Omri.” 
While Judah was enjoying the long, gra- 
cious reign of Asa, the man of faith, 
Israel was being plagued with plots, 
treason, assassinations, and all the marks 
of instability. Omri was a popular gen- 
eral, who was elevated to the kingship 
by the army, as it would seem (v. 16, 
where “all Israel” refers to the ten tribes, 
represented in the armed forces). But to 
secure his place Omri had to overthrow 
Zimri (vs. 17, 18) and Tibni (vs. 21, 22). 

Verse 24.—“Samaria.” Omri was an 
aggressive leader, with an eye to cen- 
tralization. The city which he built be- 
came the permanent capital of the king- 
dom. The soldier also is seen in the 
choice of a site. The only way it could 
be reduced was by famine. Ruins of 
Omri’s palace have been uncovered. All 
that remains of the city is the little vil- 
lage of Sebastiyeh. 

Verse 25.—“But Omri . . . did worse 
than all that were before him.” He had 
gifts for great leadership, but through 
his godlessness he cursed his nation more 
than he blessed it by his aggressive pol- 
icies. Even his soldier-pride was humili- 
ated by his having to permit the Syrians 
to build streets in his new capital—a 
sign of overlordship. 

Verse 26.—“For he walked in all the 
way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.” 
That was the sin of the golden calves 
set up in Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 12: 26- 
30). Twenty-one times, according to Dr. 
Scroggie, we are referred back to this 
sin which Jeroboam established in Is- 
rael. What a terrible responsibility rests 
on his head! We never know how far- 
reaching our sins may be. 
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Verse 27.—“Now the rest of the acts 

. in the book of the chronicles.” This 
does not refer to Chronicles in our Bible; 
but to the daybook of the kings, kept 
by an annalist or prophet. 

Verse 28.—‘And Ahab his son reigned 
in his stead.” And Ahab was just such 
a son as you would expect from such 
a father. 

Verse 30.—“‘Evil 
were before him.” 
his father (v. 25), 
(v. 33; chap, 21:25). 

Amos 6:1.—“Woe to them that are at 
ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain 
of Samaria.” The thought is of utter 
carelessness through a false sense of se- 
curity. Zion (Jerusalem) and Samaria, 
the respective capitals of Judah and Is- 
rael, were both. strongly _ situated. 
“Named chief of the nations.” There 
seems to be a double reference here to 
the renown of the leaders of Judah and 
Israel, and to the renown of the nations 
themselves — “firstlings” of the nations, 
because they were chosen of God. 

Verse 2.—“. .. Calneh .. . Hamath... 
Gath.” The strong capitals of strong 
heathen nations to the east (Baby- 
lonians), northeast (Syrians), and south- 
west (Philistines) “Better? . . greater?” 
Judah and Israel, the “firstlings” of the 
nations, compare favorably with their 
strongest neighbors. 

Verse 3.—“Ye that put far away the 
evil day,” that is, in their thoughts, They 
refuse to entertain the idea of retribu- 
tion. “And cause the seat of violence 
to come near.” Because they do not fear 
retribution, they recklessly enthrone 
violence right by their side. What we 
reckon far away will determine what 
we bring near. 

Verse 4.—‘Beds of ivory.” Ahab was not 
content with beds of ivory, but must 
needs have a whole palace of it (1 Kings 
22:39). Here is a picture of voluptuous 
living. 

Verse 5.—“Invent to themselves instru- 
ments of musick, like. David.” With this 
difference, that David invented them as 
instruments of praise to God, while 
these godless rulers invented them for 
their own luxury and dalliance. World- 
lings are always seeking new methods 
of indulgence. 

Verse 6.—“That drink . . . anoint them- 
selves ... but they are not grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph.” They give 
themselves to pleasure, using sacrificial 
bowls and the best oils, without sorrow 
for the breaking away of the tribes from 
the parent kingdom, nor for the day of 
judgment hastening on. How pleasure 
bewitches men! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


above all that 
That was said of 
but Ahab exceeded 


When men’s hearts turn away from 
God, there is no predicting what follies 
they will commit, to their own undoing. 
Rehoboam followed the latter ways of 
his father Solomon rather than his for- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. May 6—The United Kingdom. 
2 Samuel 5 to 8; 1 Chronicles 22:17-19 
Next Week’s Lesson 
8. May 20.—The Southern Kingdom. 2 
Kings 18 to 20; 2 Chronicles 29 
and 30; Isaiah 31 








mer ways, with the result that he was 
as noted for folly as Solomon had been 
for wisdom. Thus when the northern 
tribes applied for an alleviation of the 
burdens imposed by Solomon, their pleas 
were scornfully rebuffed. Therefore they 
turned to Jeroboam and broke away 
from the parent kingdom (1 Kings 12: 
1-20). By like folly did Britain lose 
her greatest offspring, the American col- 
onies, turning a deaf ear to the counsels 
of her wisest statesmen, I have no doubt 
that the spiritual blight of Deism, which 
overspread England in the eighteenth 
century, was as much the cause of that 
folly as the backsliding of Solomon was 
the cause of his son’s stupidity. In both 
cases the “determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God” are apparent, making 
man’s folly serve His purposes. 

But Israel’s defection from the house 
of David was still an act of rebellion, 
and it was soon evident that the rebel- 
lion was against God. Jeroboam thought 
he was strengthening his kingdom by 
establishing substitutes for the worship 
of Jehovah, but he was really removing 
the foundations, with the result that for 
two hundred uncertain years the king- 
dom rocked on its insecure base, till it 
crashed to final ruin under the impact 
of the Assyrian invasion. Omri, who 
features in our lesson, is just a sample 
of the long trail of iniquity. The occa- 
sional spurts of prosperity were artificial. 
The sword of judgment hung over the 








Questions ‘or Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT handicap did Sclomon have 
in coming to the throne? 

2. How did Solomon sow the seeds of 
disintegration in his kingdom? 

3. How did the beginning of Reho- 
boam’s reign differ drastically from the 
beginning of Solomon’s? 

4. What “wise policies” of Jeroboam 
proved the undoing of the nation? 

5. What was Omri’s outstanding 
complishment as king of Israel? 

6. How did Omri 
nation’s instability? 

7. What 
great? 

8. Who were the five outstanding 
prophets to the northern kingdom? 


ac- 


contribute to the 


made. Ahab’s_ guilt doubly 


9. In whose reign did Amos minister? 
10. What was (a) the immediate cause, 
(b) the ultimate cause, of Israel’s down- 
fall? 
(Answers on page 376) 
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nation from the beginning, stayed only 
by the mercy of God. 

Through all the sad history, God kept 
sending His prophets, “rising up early 
and sending,” pleading, warning, de- 
nouncing, wooing. Amos, whose denuncia- 
tions of the ease-loving princes appear in 
our lesson, is representative of these 
faithful messengers, who include Elijah, 
Elisha, and Hosea. Amos came near the 
end, when a burst of prosperity under 
Jeroboam II blinded men’s eyes to the 
approaching doom. This deafness of Is- 
rael to God’s continual pleadings re- 
minds me of an old Gospel song: 

God calling yea! shall I not hear? 

Earth's pleasures shall I still hold dear? 

Shall life’s swift passing years all fly, 

And still my soul in slumber lie? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A nation begins in rebellion (1 Kings 
12: 1-20). 

2. A nation continues in apostasy (chap. 
16: 23-28). 


3. A nation sleeps in false _ security 
(Amos 6:1-6). 
4. A nation crumbles in judgment (2 


Kings 17:1-18). 


Topics for Deve.opment 


God’s Decrees and Man’s Sins. In our 
lesson we see how God sent Ahijah to 
announce to Jeroboam that he would be 
king over ten tribes of Israel. This was 
a sovereign act, as a chastisement to 
the house of David for the blackslidings 
of Solomon despite his high privileges 
and responsibilities. But this decree of 
God was put into effect through the folly 
of Rehoboam in listening to the flatter- 
ing counsels of his cronies rather than 
to the sage advice of those who had lis- 
tened to the wisdom of Solomon. Think 
of other instances in the Bible where 
the sins of men fulfill the counsels of 
God. See Genesis 50:19, 20; Acts 2:22, 23; 
Philippians 1:12, 13. 

Foundations. Compare David and 
Jeroboam in the light of Matthew 7:24- 
27. The house of David, whose delight 
was in the Law of the Lord (Psa, 1:2), 
endures forever, in the person of the 
Lord Jesus, and his throne to all gen- 
erations (Psa. 89:4). Jeroboam’s house 
was destroyed in the second generation 
(1 Kings 14: 10-14), and his kingdom was 
swept away two centuries later never 
to be restored. 

Security. That is a word which is in 
everybody’s mouth today, but how few 
know what true security is, or how it 
may be found! Military might, national 
insurance, wealth—these are relied on 
for what men call security. So it was 
with the princes of Judah and Israel, 
who were confident in the strength of 
their fortress capitals, and trusted in 
their prosperity. This was specially true 
of Israel in the time of Jeroboam II, 
and Amos hurled his ardent warnings 
against their sinful complacency and 
luxuriousness. Forty years later the 
kingdom was wiped out, and many of 
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Lesson for May 13 


the people removed to Assyria, to be 
lost among the nations. 


Personal Applications 

Do not covet a berth at the top that 
you have not earned. The ruggedness 
acquired in the climb is needed to en- 
dure the rarified atmosphere of the 
heights. 

Don’t let your view of God’s sover- 
eignty excuse your sin. God’s appoint- 
ment of Jeroboam excused neither Reho- 
boam’s folly nor Jeroboam’s rebellion. 

Removing foundations does not make 
a house secure. Whoever thinks that 
he can secure himself by transgressing 
the commandments of God is a fool. 

A godly ruler of mediocre ability will 
bless a nation more than a brilliant 
leader who walks in the light of his own 


sparks. See Isaiah 50:10, 11. 
Do you want security? Read Isaiah 
26: 4. 


Those who laugh when they ought to 
weep will weep when they ought to 
laugh (Amos 6:6). 

When a wise man turns to folly, the 
fruit of his wisdom will be swallowed 
up, but the harvest of his folly will be 
exceeding great. 

Golden Text 

Proverbs 14:34,—“Righteousness exalt- 
eth a nation: but sin is a reproach to 
any people.” This is a principle which 
applies to all nations in all ages. God 
will honor the nation that takes high 
ground in all its dealings, but when we 
stoop to expediency and sacrifice prin- 
ciple, we eat the dust for it. Pray for 
the domestic and foreign policies of our 
nation. 

WHEATON, ILL, 


ue 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 
“Come, Ye That Love the Lord” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

“Revive Us Again” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, to whom all sin is 
hateful, give us Thy hatred of all evil 
and Thy love of all that is right and 
good. We thank Thee that Thou dost 
love us despite our sin, and hast given 
to us a Saviour from sin. By Thy Word 
bring many this day to the Lord Jesus. 
Help us to forsake every evil way. Fill 
our lives with the fruits of righteousness. 
So may we be pure, truthful, honest, 
gracious, loving, and forgiving. Guide 
and guard us, and continue to provide 
for all our needs. Show Thy special 
mercies to all the victims of hate, 
cruelty, or neglect. Remember the 
homeless, the hungry, and all the cas- 
ualties of war. Send a world-wide re- 
vival of reverence and regard for Thee 
and Thy Word, and establish the King- 
dom of Thy dear Sen in all the world. 
Hear us for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—In Britain the na- 
tional journal of humor is a paper called 
Punch. Sometimes it uses satire to drive 
home a needed lesson. A while ago 
Punch published a cartoon showing John 
Bull jauntily striding out of a seaside 
hotel. Under one arm he carries the 
hotel door mat. From his bulging suit- 
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case trails a piece of hotel linen. His 
tail-coat pocket holds other items of 
hotel property, and behind him is a lit- 
ter of cutlery. Beneath the cartoon are 
the words, “Honest John !” 

Thus did Britain’s leading journal of 
humor underline our Golden Text, 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 
sin is a reproach to any people.” In 
the words “Honest John” lies the mem- 
ory of how righteousness exalted an 
earlier generation. But beneath the car- 
toon they can only be used with an ex- 
clamation mark, and that is the satirist’s 
way of saying, “Sin has become our re- 
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proach.” He views the growth of dis- 
honesty throughout the nation and by 
his cartoon he says, “This thing is be- 
yond a joke.” 

Sin is never a joke. Its increase in 
any nation is a sure forerunner of ruin 
and disaster. Im all English-speaking 
nations, recent years have brought a 
serious decline in the basic virtues of 
honesty, truthfulness, and purity. With- 
out a revival, bringing widespread re- 
pentance and amendment, sure disaster 
lies ahead. If each of us will seek the 
Saviour and by His help live honestly 
and purely, doing our best to lead others 
to the Lord, too, revival could come and 
head off the ruin that sin unchecked 
must bring. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 


bd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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Verse 27.—‘Now the'rest of the acts 
. in the book of the chronicles.” This 

does not refer to Chronicles in our Bible; 
but to the daybook of the kings, kept 
by an annalist or prophet. 

Verse 28.—“‘And Ahab his son reigned 
in his stead.” And Ahab was just such 
a son as you would expect from such 
a father. 

Verse 30.—‘“Evil 
were before him.” 
his father (v. 25), 
(v. 33; chap, 21:25). 

Amos 6:1.—“Woe to them that are at 
ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain 
of Samaria.” The thought is of utter 
carelessness through a false sense of se- 
curity. Zion (Jerusalem) and Samaria, 
the respective capitals of Judah and Is- 
rael, were both. strongly _ situated. 
“Named chief of the nations.” There 
seems to be a double reference here to 
the renown of the leaders of Judah and 
Israel, and to the renown of the nations 
themselves — “firstlings” of the nations, 
because they were chosen of God. 

Verse 2.—“. ..§ Calneh .. ,. Hamath... 
Gath.” The strong capitals of strong 
heathen nations to the east (Baby- 
lonians), northeast (Syrians), and south- 
west (Philistines) “Better? . . greater?” 
Judah and Israel, the “firstlings” of the 
nations, compare favorably with their 
strongest neighbors. 

Verse 3.—“‘Ye that put far away the 
evil day,” that is, in their thoughts, They 
refuse to entertain the idea of retribu- 
tion. “And cause the seat of violence 
to come near.” Because they do not fear 
retribution, they recklessly enthrone 
violence right by their side. What we 
reckon far away will determine what 
we bring near. 

Verse 4.—“Beds of ivory.” Ahab was not 
content with beds of ivory, but must 
needs have a whole palace of it (1 Kings 
22:39). Here is a picture of voluptuous 
living. 

Verse 5.—“Invent to themselves instru- 
ments of musick, like David.” With this 
difference, that David invented them as 
instruments of praise to God, while 
these godless rulers invented them for 
their own luxury and dalliance. World- 
lings are always seeking new methods 
of indulgence. 

Verse 6.—“That drink .. . anoint them- 
selves ... but they are not grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph.” They give 
themselves to pleasure, using sacrificial 
bowls and the best oils, without sorrow 
for the breaking away of the tribes from 
the parent kingdom, nor for the day of 

judgment hastening on. How pleasure 
bewitches men! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When men’s hearts turn away from 
God, there is no predicting what follies 
they will commit, to their own undoing. 
Rehoboam followed the latter ways of 
his father Solomon rather than his for- 


‘ above all that 
That was said of 
but Ahab exceeded 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. May 6—The United Kingdom. 
2 Samuel 5 to 8; 1 Chronicles 22:17-19 
Next Week’s Lesson 
8. May 20.—The Southern Kingdom. 2 
Kings 18 to 20; 2 Chronicles 29 
and 30; Isaiah 31 








mer ways, with the result that he was 
as noted for folly as Solomon had been 
for wisdom. Thus when the northern 
tribes applied for an alleviation of the 
burdens imposed by Solomon, their pleas 
were scornfully rebuffed. Therefore they 
turned to Jeroboam and broke away 
from the parent kingdom (1 Kings 12: 
1-20). By like folly did Britain lose 
her greatest offspring, the American col- 
onies, turning a deaf ear to the counsels 
of her wisest statesmen, I have no doubt 
that the spiritual blight of Deism, which 
overspread England in the eighteenth 
century, was as much the cause of that 
folly as the backsliding of Solomon was 
the cause of his son’s stupidity. In both 
cases the “determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God” are apparent, making 
man’s folly serve His purposes, 

But Israel’s defection from the house 
of David was still an act of rebellion, 
and it was soon evident that the rebel- 
lion was against God. Jercboam thought 
he was strengthening his kingdom by 
establishing substitutes for the worship 
of Jehovah, but he was really removing 
the foundations, with the result that for 
two hundred uncertain years the king- 
dom rocked on its insecure base, till it 
crashed to final ruin under the impact 
of the Assyrian invasion. Omri, who 
features in our lesson, is just a sample 
of the long trail of iniquity. The occa- 
sional spurts of prosperity were artificial. 
The sword of judgment hung over the 








Questions ‘or Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT handicap did Sclomon have 
in coming to the throne? 

2. How did Solomon sow the seeds of 
disintegration in his kingdom? 

3. How did the beginning of Reho- 
boam’s reign differ drastically from the 
beginning of Solomon’s? 

4. What “wise policies” of Jeroboam 
proved the undoing of the nation? 

5. What was Omri’s outstanding 
complishment as king of Israel? 

6. How did Omri 
nation’s instability? 

7. What made_ Ahab’s 
great? 

8. Who were the five outstanding 
prophets to the northern kingdom? 


ac- 


contribute to the 


guilt doubly 


9. In whose reign did Amos minister? 
10. What was (a) the immediate cause, 
(b) the ultimate cause, of Israel’s down- 
fall? 
(Answers on page 376) 
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nation from the beginning, stayed only 
by the mercy of God. 

Through all the sad history, God kept 
sending His prophets, “rising up early 
and sending,” pleading, warning, de- 
nouncing, wooing. Amos, whose denuncia- 
tions of the ease-loving princes appear in 
our lesson, is representative of these 
faithful messengers, who include Elijah, 
Elisha, and Hosea. Amos came near the 
end, when a burst of prosperity under 
Jeroboam II blinded men’s eyes to the 
approaching doom. This deafness of Is- 
rael to God’s continual pleadings re- 
minds me of an old Gospel song: 

God calling yea! shall I not hear? 

Earth's pleasures shall I still hold dear? 

Shall life’s swift passing years all fly, 

And still my soul in slumber lie? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A nation begins in rebellion (1 Kings 
12: 1-20). 

2. A nation continues in apostasy (chap. 
16: 23-28). 


3. A nation sleeps in false _ security 
(Amos 6:1-6). 
4. A nation crumbles in judgment (2 


Kings 17:1-18). 


Topics for Deve.opment 

God’s Decrees and Man’s Sins. In our 
lesson we see how God sent Ahijah to 
announce to Jeroboam that he would be 
king over ten tribes of Israel. This was 
a sovereign act, as a chastisement to 
the house of David for the blackslidings 
of Solomon despite his high privileges 
and responsibilities. But this decree of 
God was put into effect through the folly 
of Rehoboam in listening to the flatter- 
ing counsels of his cronies rather than 
to the sage advice of those who had lis- 
tened to the wisdom of Solomon. Think 
of other instances in the Bible where 
the sins of men fulfill the counsels of 
God. See Genesis 50:19, 20; Acts 2:22, 23; 
Philippians 1:12, 13. 

Foundations. Compare David and 
Jeroboam in the light of Matthew 7:24- 
27. The house of David, whose delight 
was in the Law of the Lord (Psa, 1:2), 
endures forever, in the person of the 
Lord Jesus, and his throne to all gen- 
erations (Psa. 89:4). Jeroboam’s house 
was destroyed in the second generation 
(1 Kings 14:10-14), and his kingdom was 


swept away two centuries later never 
to be restored. 
Security. That is a word which is in 


everybody’s mouth today, but how few 
know what true security is, or how it 
may be found! Military might, national 
insurance, wealth—these are relied on 
for what men call security. So it was 
with the princes of Judah and Israel, 
who were confident in the strength of 
their fortress capitals, and trusted in 
their prosperity. This was specially true 
of Israel in the time of Jeroboam II, 
and Amos hurled his ardent warnings 
against their sinful complacency and 
luxuriousness. Forty years later the 
kingdom was wiped out, and many of 
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Lesson for May 13 


the people removed to Assyria, to be 
lost among the nations. 


Personal Applications 

Do not covet a berth at the top that 
you have not earned. The ruggedness 
acquired in the climb is needed to en- 
dure the rarified atmosphere of the 
heights. 

Don’t let your view of God’s sover- 
eignty excuse your sin. God’s appoint- 
ment of Jeroboam excused neither Reho- 
boam’s folly nor Jeroboam’s rebellion. 

Removing foundaticns does not make 
a house secure. Whoever thinks that 
he can secure himself by transgressing 
the commandments of God is a fool. 

A godly ruler of mediocre ability will 
bless a nation more than a brilliant 
leader who walks in the light of his own 


sparks. See Isaiah 50:10, 11. 
Do you want security? Read Isaiah 
26: 4. 


Those who laugh when they ought to 
weep will weep when they ought to 
laugh (Amos 6:6). 

When a wise man turns to folly, the 
fruit of his wisdom will be swallowed 
up, but the harvest of his folly will be 
exceeding great. 

Golden Text 

Proverbs 14:34.—“Righteousness exalt- 
eth a nation: but sin is a reproach to 
any people.” This is a principle which 
applies to all nations in all ages. God 
will honor the nation that takes high 
ground in all its dealings, but when we 
stoop to expediency and sacrifice prin- 
ciple, we eat the dust for it. Pray for 
the domestic and foreign policies of our 
nation. 

WHEATON, ILL, 


gee 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGGEsTeD HyMNS 
“Come, Ye That Love the Lord” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Revive Us Again” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, to whom all sin is 
hateful, give us Thy hatred of all evil 
and Thy love of all that is right and 
good. We thank Thee that Thou dost 
love us despite our sin, and hast given 
to us a Saviour from sin. By Thy Word 
bring many this day to the Lord Jesus. 
Help us to forsake every evil way. Fill 
our lives with the fruits of righteousness. 


So may we be pure, truthful, honest, 
gracious, loving, and forgiving. Guide 


and guard us, and continue to provide 


for all our needs. Show Thy special 
mercies to all the victims of hate, 
cruelty, or neglect. Remember the 


homeless, the hungry, and all the cas- 
ualties of war. Send a world-wide re- 
vival of reverence and regard for Thee 
and Thy Word, and establish the King- 
dom of Thy dear Sen in all the world. 
Hear us for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


After the Lesson.—In Britain the na- 
tional journal of humor is a paper called 
Punch. Sometimes it uses satire to drive 
home a needed lesson. A while ago 
Punch published a cartoon showing John 
Bull jauntily striding out of a seaside 
hotel. Under one arm he carries the 
hotel door mat. From his bulging suit- 
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case trails a piece of hotel linen. His 
tail-coat pocket holds other items of 
hotel property, and behind him is a lit- 
ter of cutlery. Beneath the cartoon are 
the words, “Honest John !” 
Thus did Britain’s leading journal of 











humor underline our Golden Text, 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 
sin is a reproach to any people.” In 


the words “Honest John” lies the mem- 
ory of how righteousness exalted an 
earlier generation. But beneath the car- 
toon they can only be used with an ex- 
clamation mark, and that is the satirist’s 
way of saying, “Sin has become our re- 
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proach.” He views the growth of dis- 
honesty throughout the nation and by 
his cartoon he says, “This thing is be- 
yond a joke.” 

Sin is never a joke. Its increase in 
any nation is a sure forerunner of ruin 
and disaster. Im all English-speaking 
nations, recent years have brought a 
serious decline in the basic virtues of 
honesty, truthfulness, and purity. With- 
out a revival, bringing widespread re- 
pentance and amendment, sure disaster 
lies ahead. If each of us will seek the 
Saviour and by His help live honestly 
and purely, doing our best to lead others 
to the Lord, too, revival could come and 
head off the ruin that sin unchecked 
must bring. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 

3 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“When all Israel heard that Jeroboam 
was come ... they .. . made him king 
* (1 Kings 12:20). —The Spirit of God, 
in all fairness to Jeroboam, describes 
him as a mighty man of valor, and in- 
dustrious, and ruler over all tne charge 
of the house of Joseph: (chap. 11:28). 
The Prophet Ahijah and Jeroboam were 
together in a field, when the prophet 
tore a new garment into twelve pieces 
and handed ten of the pieces to Jero- 
boam., 

He explained his strange action thus, 
“Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, 
Behold, I will rend the kingdom out 
of the hand of Solomon, and will give 
ten tribes to thee” (vs. 29-31). 

So, before fleeing to Egypt, Jeroboam 
knew that he was to be king over ten 
tribes in the days of Solomon’s son. And, 
more than that, he had the definite prom- 
ise of the Lord, saying, “If thou wilt 
hearken unto all that I command thee, 
and wilt walk in my ways, and do that 
is right in my sight . , . that I will be 
with thee, and build thee a sure house, 
as I built for David, and will give Israel 
unto thee” (v. 38). 

But Jeroboam allowed the slavish fear 
of his life to outweigh these great prom- 
ises of God, and he goes down in history 
as the man “who made Israel to sin.” 
Fear is a terrible thing. We are not 
minimizing it. Jeroboam had the prom- 
ise of the Lord, “I will be with thee.” 
Faith in that assurance would have over- 
come his fear. 

A mother and her little four-year-old 
daughter were preparing to retire for 
the night. The child was afraid of the 
dark, and the mother, on this occasion 
alone with the child, felt fearful also. 
When the light was out, the child caught 
a glimpse of the moon outside the win- 
dow. “Mother,” she asked, “is the moon 
God’s light?” “Yes,” said the mother. 
The next question was, “Will God put 
out His light and go to sleep?” The 
mother replied, “No, my child, God 
never goes to sleep.” Then out of a 
simplicity of a child’s faith she said that 
which gave reassurance to the fearful 
mother, “Well, as long as God is awake, 
I am not afraid.” 

God’s “exceeding great and precious 
promises” are brighter than the moon, 
hence no believer should be afraid. Take 
a warning from Jeroboam’s groundless 
fear (1 Kings 12:27) which ignored the 
promise of God. _ 

“For he walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam . and in his sin...” (1 
Kings 16:26).—Because of his fear that 
the kingdom would return to Rehoboam, 
if Israel observed God’s order and went 
to Jerusalem to sacrifice, Jeroboam made 
two golden calves and told the people 
it was “too much” for them to go to 
Jerusalem. They could go to either 


Bethel or Dan and worship a calf of gold 
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as the god that brought them up out of 
Egypt (chap. 12:28-30). He also made 
“an house of high places, and made 
priests of the lowest of the people.” And 
“devised of his own heart” a substitute 
feast for that which God had mentioned 
for His people (vs. 31-33). Thus he 
established idolatry and a man-made re- 
ligion in Israel; and exerted an evil in- 
fluence over the kings who succeeded 
him. 

Are not all false religions devised out 
of the heart of the founders? God’s will 
as revealed in His Word is of no weight. 
They feel at liberty to substitute their 
own ideas for God’s plan. In the esti- 
mation of modern Jeroboams it is al- 
ways “too much” for people to obey God, 
so they will devise something easier 
for them—like a carnal mother saying 
it is “too much” for her children to go 
to Sunday school or church services, but 
easy for them to go to worldly social 
functions, which are held farther away 
from home and are longer in duration 
than a service would be. Such a mother 
doesn’t really have her children’s eternal 
welfare at heart. She is more concerned 
with temporal than with spiritual mat- 
ters. What easy victims to error such 
children often become! 


“That drink wine in bowls .. .” (Amos 
6:6).—This portion of our lesson de- 
scribes the wretched moral conditions 
prevailing in “the mountain of Samaria,” 
bought and established by Omri as the 
capital of the ten-tribe kingdom (1 
Kings 16:24). What else can be ex- 
pected from idolatry and error than low 
morals? 

This being the Temperance lesson, we 
will call attention to some of the intem- 
perate conditions prevailing today. 

Estimates place the cost of jailing 
drunks in San Francisco at a million 
dollars a year, and four million in Los 
Angeles. The State legislature received 
an administration bill for $4,400,000 for 
a scientific attack on alcoholism. The 
money would be used for one research 
center in the San Francisco area, and 
another in Los Angeles for “study, treat- 
ment, and rehabilitation of acute and 
chronic alcoholics.” 

Each institution would include a 100- 
bed hospital and large outpatient clinics 
under management of the State Depart- 
ment of Mental Hygiene. 

The free flow of liquor is making far 
more alcoholics than science can take 
care of in the U.S.A. And the same must 
be true in Canada, for Dr. John Coburn 
of Toronto, secretary of the Canadian 
Temperance Federation, said: “In 41 
years, consumption of alcoholic liquors 
has increased in Canada from 41,000,000 
gallons a year to 179,000,000. During that 
period, the population has increased by 
40 per cent; liquor consumption by 350 
per cent! 

Regeneration is what is needed to 
change conditions. It is only the ex- 
ercise of personal faith in Christ, who 
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died for our sins and rose again for our 
justification, that makes one a new crea- 
ture (2 Cor. 5:17). 


Wawona, CALIF, 
3 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we have a temperance 

lesson today from the Prophet Amos, 
written about 2,738 years ago, in which 
he is saying, “Woe to them that are at 
ease in Zion that drink wine in 
bowls.” The “bowls” indicate excess. 

I wonder what Amos would say if he 
should drop in on our drinking orgy 
now. Statisticians tell us that in the 
year 1949, in the United States alone, 
the alcoholic drink bill was over nine 
billions of dollars. Not only that, but 
it cost the Government six billions of 
dollars to arrest, convict, imprison, and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





TALE NORTHERN KING DOT 























951 


rea- 


ince 
nos, 
hich 
e at 


F he 
rgy 
the 
one, 
1ine 
but 


and 











Lesson for May 13 


feed the criminals produced mainly by 
the drink habit. This does not take into 
account the results of these crimes in 
human misery, lives lost, broken health, 
broken homes, orphans, cripples and 
otherwise maimed, destruction of prop- 
erty, and financia! losses far beyond the 
big totals named above. It does not take 
into account the weakening and de- 
erading of a big strong nation, the lead- 
ing nation of the world—so far! At 
the rate we are going in extravagance 
and intemperance we are likely to land 
at the bottom of the list like other 
nations which have risen to power and 
defied God’s clearly spoken law, then 
crashed. 

Death in automobile accidents in 1947 
numbered 32,697. Traffic officials of vari- 
ous states place the blame on intoxieants 
at a rate ranging from 45 to 65 per cent. 
Even at the smaller figure it is a terrific 
toll exacted by John Barleycorn In 
more than one-third of these the drivers 
were young — aged between 14 and 24. 

The drinking of alcoholic liquors in 
the United States has been tremendously 
stepped up in recent years. In 1933 the 
per capita consumption was 1.69 gallons; 
in 1947 it was 27.25 gallons! A large 
portion of this increase is because of 
women’s taking to drink more than ever 
before. When I was a young man it was 
considered a disgrace for a woman to 
take a drink in public. Now in a large 
part of the population it is quite “fash- 
ionable.” It is not an uncommon sight 
to see an otherwise decent looking 
woman coming out of a licensed liquor 
store with an ill-disguised bottle in her 
hands. Look, Amos, Uncle Sam _ is 
drinking in “bowls”! 

Another way in which the United 
States has gone to a staggering excess 
is in the consumption of tobacco. In 
1939 the consumption of cigarettes was 
180 billions: in 1947 it was 370 billions 
—an increase of more than 100 per cent 
in nine vears! This increase was also 
greatly helped by vast multitudes of 
boys and young women (and older 
women!) who have joined the ranks of 
cigarette smokers. 

When the production of cigarettes was 
only one-fifth of what it is now, it was 
estimated that in order for the manu- 
facturers to sell the output it was neces- 
sary that there should be 1,200 new ad- 
dicts to begin smoking each day. If 
that is true, at the rate of 1947 produc- 
tion,(and it is considerably larger now) 
it was necessary to have 6,000 new re- 
cruits to the habit, daily. 

Another development which has made 
it “velvet” for cigarette manufacturers 
is chain smoking. The chain smoker 
uses the burning stub of the cigarette he 
has just finished to light the next one, 
as the habit grows and the intervals be- 
tween become briefer and 
briefer. It is noticeable that wcmen 
smokers fall for chain smoking more 
than men. 


smokes 
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The confirmed cigarette smoker, man 
or woman, boy or girl, is in the thrall of 
a cruel slavery. If something happens 
to deprive the smoker temporarily of 
his cigarette, he is in misery. 

I was out fishing with a smoker, and 
in some way his supply of cigarettes 
had been lost from his pockets. and there 
was no.chance to get any until we would 
return to shore that evening. He really 
suffered, and I felt sorry for him. 

If a problem comes up, the smoker 
reaches for a cigarette; it does not make 
the problem less; it just seems to. “A 
narcotic makes pleasant seemings out 
of stern realities” is a true saying. There 
is a task ahead that requires real cour- 
age and application. The smoker lights 


a cigarette and settles back to wait for 


a better time, which is not likely to 
come. Cigarettes seem to stifle ambition, 
hold back the effort. 

It is a rare thing to see a cigarette 
smoker acquire spiritual growth: some- 
thing about the habit seems to paralyze 
aspiration for higher things, while it 
makes the downgrade appear either rea- 
sonable or not so bad after all! 

Fellows, Amos was right. “Ye 
put far away the evil day, and cause 
the seat of violence to come near 
therefore now [ye] shall 
tive!” (Amos 6:3, 7.) 

FonTANA Dam, N. C. 


£0 Cap- 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
THE DOWNFALL OF THE NoRTHERN KINGDOM 
AST week we heard about the long 
and successful reign of King David 
After his death, his son Solomon became 
king and he also reigned for forty years 
During Solomon's reign Israel reached 
its greatest height of peace and pros- 
perity. 
Dora has written a little story about 
Solomon for the children 


SOLOMON 


Solomon was young when his father. 
King David, died. 

He was almost afraid to run his father’s 
kingdom, 

The Lord told him to ask for anything 
he wished. 

Solomon asked God for wisdom so that 
he would be a good king. 

The Lord was pleased that he asked for 
wisdom instead of riches. 

So God gave him both riches and wis- 
dom. 

King Solomon was so great and so wise 
that people came from far away to 
see him, 

The Queen of Sheba came a long way 
to see King Solomon 

She brought him presents of camels, 
spices, and gold. 

She asked Solomon many hard questions, 
too. 

King Solomon answered everything she 
asked. 

He gave her all the things she wanted 
also. 

She said. “King Solomon, I heard about 

you in my own country. 
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“I heard that you were very wise and 
very rich. 

“But they didn’t tell me even half of the 
good things about you.” 

King David was a type of Christ sub- 
duing all his enemies and establishing 
righteousness King Sclomon’s reign 
foreshadowed the millennial reign of 
Christ in its universal peace and pros- 
perity. The Lord Jesus is so wonderful, 
and His reign will be so much more glo- 
rious than anything this world has yet 
experienced, that no type is adequate to 
picture it. There are many types and 
prophecies in the Old Testament about 
our Saviour, both of His suffering and 
death. and also of His glorious coming 
reign. Even after all of them have been 
studied, we still cannot fully grasp “the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.” When 
we see Him we will realize as the Queen 
of Sheba did, “The half was not told” us 

The next chapter in the history of 
Israel is a sad one. The latter part of 
Solomon’s reign was not so bright as the 
early years. This was because Solomon 
married heathen wives who turned his 
heart away from the Lord. There is 
no evidence that his son ever did know 
the Lord. Notice this, girls: Marrying 
an unsaved person always brings sor- 
row with it, sometimes the terrible sor- 
row of raising a child for hell. 

Rehoboam is a sad contrast to Sok 
mon in his youth. For what did Sclo- 
mon ask God at the beginning of his 
reign? (Wisdom to govern the peopl 
wisely.) As soon as Rehoboam came t 
the throne he found that he also needed 
wisdom. Representatives of the people 
came to him and asked him to lower the 
taxes now that both the Temple and the 
king’s magnificent palace were finished 

Rehoboam told them to come back in 
three days for his answer. He consulted 
his father’s counselors and then he con- 
sulted the young men who had grown 
up with him. But he did not ask God 
for wisdom, for if he had God would 
have given it to him in accordance with 
James 1:5. His father’s counselors told 
the king to reduce the taxes. This was 
good advice, but Rehoboam did not take 
it. He preferred the foolish advice of 
the young men. Find out what that was 
from 1 Kings 12:12-15. 

Now let us have Wilma’s story about 
Rehoboam 

REHOBOAM 





King Sclomon’s son Rehoboam was very 
foolish 

Some men of Israel came to ask him to 
make their taxes smaller. 

He said. “Come back in three days and 
I will tell you if I will.” 

Then King Rehoboam asked the old men 
what to say. 

They told him to answer, “Yes.” 

Then Rehoboam asked the young men 
what to say 

They told him to answer, “No, I will 
make you pay more taxes.” 

When the men came back Rehoboam 
said, “I will not make your taxes 
smaller. I will make you pay a lot 
more.” 

The men were angry, so they asked Jero- 
boam to be their king 
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They said they would start a new coun- 
try of their own. 

Rehoboam told all his soldiers to come 
and fight these men. 

But God said, “Do not go out to fight 
Jeroboam and his men. 

“You will lose the battle, for I will not 
help you.” 

Then Rehoboam went home _ without 
fighting. 

Now there were two countries instead 
of one. 

The Israelites were never so strong 
again. 

Read 1 Kings 12:20 and see the sad re- 
sult that followed Rehoboam’s “sassy” 
answer to the representatives of the peo- 
ple. And so the kingdom was divided, 
leaving Rehoboam with only two tribes. 
The ten tribes who rebelled and went 
with Jeroboam never afterward had so 
much as one good king! They had some 
powerful kings and a few short periods 
of material prosperity, but they did not 
have one king who followed the Lord! 
Instead, their kings led the nation into 
idolatry. 

Our next Scripture is 1 Kings 16:23- 
28 about the king who was worse than 
all his predecessors. Now read verse 
30. So King Ahab was even worse than 
his wicked father. His wicked wife Jez- 
ebel stirred him up to do many wicked 
deeds, even making idolatry the national 
religion, and persecuting the prophets 
of the Lord. It was during the reign 
of Ahab that we have the spectacular 
appearance of the Prophet Elijah and his 
amazing ministry. Be sure to read this 
thrilling story in 1 Kings 17 to 19 and 
2 Kings 2. 

First Kings 20 is not about Elijah, but 
it is also well worth reading, It is about 
the defeat of the great king of Syria. 
Read verses 12 to 16 and you will see 
that Ben-hadad was drinking when he 
made his plans to lead an attack on 
Israel. Then, even after his army had 
started out for the battlefield, he and 
the thirty-two other kings were “drink- 
ing themselves drunk.” God gave Israel 
the victory, not because they deserved 
it but because of the wickedness of the 
Syrians led by Ben-hadad. 

Now read Amos 6:1-6. This gives us 
a little idea of the conditions in this 
northern kingdom of Israel. Indiffer- 
ence to God and to others was the order 
of the day, with every man interested 
only in his own comfort and in gratify- 
ing his own lusts, 

Next turn to 2 Kings 17:7-18. This 
chapter summarizes the reasons why God 
allowed the Assyrians to carry away the 
people of the northern kingdom into 
captivity. Their whole history is sad, 
for it was a constant going farther and 
farther away from God. Next week we 
have a little summary of the part of 
Israel which stayed with Rehoboam. 

Assignments: Harriet, please write 
about “A Battle Won by Praise” (2 
Chron, 20:1-28); Susan, “A Battle Won 
by Prayer” (2 Kings 18:17 to 19:19; 2 
Kings 19: 35-37). 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Spring of America’s Prosperity.— 
Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin 
is a reproach to any people (Prov. 14:34, 
Golden Text). Not long ago an intelli- 
gent Turk raised this question in the 
Turkish Parliament: “Why is there al- 
ways prosperity in America? Here we 
have wars and famines, conspiracies ‘and 
revolutions. They have none of these 
things over there; why not?” None could 
answer. A Japanese visitor to this coun- 
try several years before this question 
was asked answered it in these words: 
“IT am no Christian. I do not believe 
in your Bible nor in your religion. I 
am what you call a heathen. Yet to 
me it is perfectly plain that Christianity 
is the spring of America’s prosperity.” 
—From “5000 Best Modern Illustrations,” 
by Hallock. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Not by Square Miles.—Righteousness 
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people (Prov. 14:34, Golden 
Text). A country is not made great by 
the number of square miles it contains, 
but by the number of square people it 
contains.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Untrustworthy Sons.—For he walked 
in all the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made 
Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God 
of Israel to anger with their vanities 
(1 Kings 16:26). God is often unable to 
give because man is not worthy to re- 
ceive. A pastor was called to a home 
one evening to counsel with troubled 
parents. With much difficulty and deep 
emotion the father presented their great 
sorrow. With tears streaming down he 
said: “I have accumulated a business. 
Mother and I have now come to the years 
when we feel we should step out of ac- 
tive work and pass this business over 
to our son. Our son, however, is not 
trustworthy, and we cannot give him 
what we have for him.” As the heart 
of this father was grieved that he could 
not give what his love prompted him 
to give, so the heart of God must be 
grieved because so often men are not 
trustworthy.—From the Pastor. Sent by 
the Rev. C. V. Naugle, Macungie, Pa. 
Prize illustration. 


“Who Hath Babblings.”—Woe to them 
... that drink wine (Amos 6:1, 6). The 
Christian Herald tells of a young man 
of fine family, with splendid gifts, heed- 
less of the pleadings of friends, who was 
going down fast through drink. A friend 
of his, seated near him in a restaurant 
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one evening, overheard a conversation 
which he was having with his compan- 
ion. He was just drunk enough to be 
talkative about his private affairs, which, 
in his sober moments, he would never 
have revealed. The friend, being a court 
stenographer, took a full report of every 
word he said, and the next day sent 
him a copy. In less than ten minutes in 
he came, exclaiming, “What is this?” “A 
stenographic report of your monologue 
at the restaurant last evening,” said his 
friend. “Did I really talk like that?” he 
asked faintly. “I assure you it is an 
absolutely verbatim report,” was the re- 
ply. Turning pale he walked out. He 
never drank another drop.—From an old 
quarterly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


A, Walking Temperance Lesson.—T hat 
drink wine in bowls (Amos 6:6). A 
bishop, while laboring in the capital of 
the Argentine, was suddenly stricken 
with appendicitis. One of the best sur- 
geons in the southern hemisphere was 
called. After a careful diagnosis, he 
said: “Your only hope is a surgical op- 
eration, but a man of your age ordinarily 
has only a chance in a hundred for re- 
covery. Have you ever used alcoholic 
liquors? Have you ever used tobacco 
in any form?” The bishop replied that 
he had never used either. The operation 
was a success. The blood of the patient 
was so pure that the wound healed like 
the flesh of a child. Later the surgeon 
said to the bishop, “You are a walking 
temperance lesson.”—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Unsavory Association.—That drink wine 
in bowls (Amos 6:6). A passenger on a 
steamer from Bombay to London asked 
the captain whether liquor could be pro- 
cured at Zanzibar, where the vessel was 
to touch. The captain said: “You could 
get it. I know Zanzibar well, and here 
the Mohammedans form the greater part 
of the ruling community, and the Mo- 
hammedan law is against the taking of 
strong drink. The only way in which 
you can get drink in Zanzibar is by 
making a declaration that you are a 
Christian.” Is it any wonder that Chris- 
tian missions make slow headway in 
lands where the name of Christian is asso- 
ciated with the trade in liquor and narg 
cotics, and where the vices that corrupt 
the natives are practiced by visitors 
from so-called Christian countries?— 
From the Christian Advocate. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


we 


A man can no more take in a supply 
of grace for the future than he can eat 
enough today to last him for the next 
six months, or take sufficient air into his 
lungs at once to sustain life for a week 
to come. We must draw upon God's 
boundless stores of grace from day to 
day, as we need it.—D. L. Moody..- 
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Lesson for May 13 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Elijah, God’s Messenger 
(1 Kings 17:1, 8-16, 24) 
F IT should be rainy on this Sunday, 
how appropriate! Or use a glass of 
water for introduction. Here are nine 
water questions: On what day did God 
tell the water to let the dry land come 
up? (Gen. 1:9, 13.) Later, why did God 
let the water cover the land again? 
(chap. 6:5, 17.) How did water come 
into the story of Abraham and Lot? 
(chap. 13:7-11.) What did God do to 
water to punish Pharaoh, who refused 
to obey Him? (Exod, 7:20, 21.) Frozen 
water spoiled Pharaoh’s crops, killed 
some of his animals and men. How? 
(chap. 9:25.) What happened to the 
water in the Red Sea when Moses held 
his rod over it? (chap, 14:21, 22.) A 
little later, what did the water of the 
Red Sea do to Pharaoh’s men? (chap. 
14:28.) What water did Achsah want 
her father to give her? (Josh, 15:19.) 
Psalm 1 says the person who loves God’s 
Law is like a tree planted by — what? 
(v. 3.) 

Today we have two stories about rain 
and water. I have asked Anita to tell 
why there was no rain for a long time 
(1 Kings 16:30-33; 17:1; 18:1). Joe will 
tell how God gave Elijah water and 
food for a while as he hid from King 
Ahab (1 Kings 17:2-7). Now even the 
brook was dry. Would God take care 
of Elijah, His faithful messenger? 

“The Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon him” (Psa. 145:18, Memory 
Verse). God has so many ways to care 
for those who trust in Him! This time 
God told Elijah to go far away to an- 
other country. By the gate of the city 
was a widow picking up sticks for her 
fire. ‘“Won’t you please get me a drink 
of water?” She started off to get it. 
“Yes, and a little bread, too, please.” 
“But,” she answered, “as true as God 
lives, I do not have any bread, only a 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little 
oil in a jug. I was just picking up a 
couple of sticks to cook it for me and 
my son to eat, and then die.” “Don’t 
worry,” called Elijah. “Go and do it. 
Only cook me a little first, and then fix 
some for you and your son. The Lord 
God says, ‘Your barrel of meal will not 
give out, nor the jug of oil be empty 
until the Lord sends rain on the earth.’” 
She obeyed. And, sure enough! It was 
wonderful how that handful of meal was 
still there after she used it! It makes 
me think of one of the miracles our 
Lord Jesus did with a boy’s lunch. Re- 
member? 

There are other wonderful stories 
about Elijah, God’s prophet. Tommie 
will tell one (1 Kings 17:17-23). That 
story makes me think of a time another 
child died, and the Lord Jesus brought 
her back to life. Yes, Jairus’ daughter. 
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When this widow mother saw her son 
alive again, she said to Elijah, “Now I 
know you are a man of God, and that 
what God says by you is true.” How 
right she was! Elijah was a man of 
God. 

There are other men of God who wrote 
their sermons so we can read them, too. 
The ones who wrote the most are Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. (Put the 
four names in a list on the blackboard, 
leaving a space after “Jeremiah.”), Jere- 
miah wrote two Books. One is called 
Lamentations. (Insert in list.) These five 
are called the Major Prophets. (Add to 
the index in notebooks.) Can you draw 
a meal barrel and oil jug for our Elijah 
page? Copy the Memory Verse. 

It seems that God let bad weather 
spoil many crops and kill people in our 
country the last year: too dry, too much 
water in floods, too cold, too icy, too 
stormy. Is He trying to tell us some- 
thing as He was trying to tell wicked 
King Ahab and his people who broke 
God’s laws? “The way of the ungodly 
Shall perish.” War has come, too. But 
will God take care of those who belong 
to Him and obey Him and pray to Him? 
(Memory Verse.) Let us try repeating 
the First Psalm from memory. 


Orono, MAINE. 
ve 
For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


FTER our story of last Sunday, 

David died, and his son Solomon be- 
came king. But he didn’t always do as 
his father David had, and God told him 
that because his heart-had been turned 
away from God, the kingdom would be 
taken from his son, and only a small 
part of it left to his family. So today 
our lesson is about the northern king- 
dom, the part taken away from the son 
of Solomon, Rehoboam, and given to 
Jeroboam, a servant of Solomon. And 
the man whom we study today is Elijah, 
a prophet of the Lord. 

You should have a picture of Elijah, 
at least typical of him, for he is one of 
the most remarkable characters in the 
Old Testament. We know little about 
him; he is called “Elijah the Tishbite,” 
who was an inhabitant of Gilead. The 
first time he is mentioned, he has a mes- 
sage from the Lord to wicked King 
Ahab. God tells Elijah to go and hide 
by a brook, and he shall drink of the 
brook, and ravens will feed him there. 
So he obeyed God, and, sure enough, the 
ravens brought him bread and meat in 
the morning and bread and meat at 
night. But then the brook dried up! 

Now, Elijah, what’s going to happen 
to you? God sent him to a town and 
told him that He had commanded a 
widow there to feed him. But when 
Elijah got there, the poor woman was 
just getting ready to bake the last hand- 
ful of meal into a cake for her son and 
herself to eat, their last bite of food. 
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There was a famine in that land, and 
there was no _ food. Surely Elijah 
wouldn't expect that poor woman to give 
him the last bit of food she had! But 
listen to him, “Fear not; go and do as 
you have said (make the little cake for 
you and your son), but make me a little 
cake first and bring it to me.” But Elijah 
told her more. 

“For thus saith the Lord God of Is- 
rael, The barrel of meal shall not waste, 
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until 
the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon 
the earth.” 

What a promise! The woman made 
the cake first for Elijah, and the prom- 
ise of the Lord was kept, of course. I 
guess your daddy and mother would like 
a promise like that today, with all the 
high prices, wouldn't they? They have 
one! In Philippians 4:19, we have this 
promise, “But my God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.” This promise 
is to those who believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and trust Him. 

But this widow we were talking about 
had another wonderful thing happen to 
her. One day her son was taken sick 
and died. She cried to Elijah, and he 
took the child up into the loft where 
he lived, and there he cried unto the 
Lord, and God gave life back to the boy 

One other experience of Elijah, the 
contest with the priests of Baal. If you 
can draw a mountain, you can also put 
an altar at the top. You don't have to 
be an artist. Children supply all your 
deficiencies. Then tell the story. First 
the priests of Baal fix their sacrifice and 
call on Baal for fire. Of course Baal 
couldn’t do anything for them, for he 
was just an idol like those that many 
people worship in India now, and he had 
no life. Just a piece of wood or stone 
that men had made in the shape they 
wanted for a god. 

Then Elijah fixed his sacrifice for God, 
and to be sure people would see God's 
power, he called for them to pour twelve 
barrels of water over the altar and the 
wood, and he filled the trench around 
the altar with water. Notice, Elijah 
didn’t use the altar the priests of Baal 
used. He rebuilt the altar of the Lord 
which had been broken down After 
the sacrifice was soaked and water 
poured all around it, Elijah called to 
God to show the people that He is God, 
and the fire fell from heaven and burned 
up the sacrifice and the wood and the 
stones and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench Oh, 
wouldn't you have liked to have seen 
that? . 
But that God is the same God we have, 
and He still does just as wonderful 
things as that, for people who believe 
Him. Every day, almost, as I read the 
story of missionaries in India, China, 
and Africa, South America, and the 
islands of the sea, I read of miracles. 
In the Philippines, a group of young 
men with nothing but faith have built 
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It Rained 14 Feet 
On Latouche; 
Very Wet For 
Prince William! 





Imagine 14 feet (not inches) of 
rain in one place! This happens 
every year at Latouche, in Prince 
William Sound, Alaska, a wonder- 
ful place for whales. But the an- 
nual rainfall at Point Barrow is 
only 5 1-3 inches, the very lowest 
recorded at any U.S. Weather 
Bureau. Climate in Alaska is as 
varied as climate is from Portland, 
Maine, to Atlanta, Ga. 


In the Inside Passage, you are 
practically sure to have some rain 
on every cruise in summer, but 
your chances of cool, bright days 
are as good as at home. Don’t 
bring an umbrella or a raincoat, 
but do bring a topcoat so you won't 
shiver in the midnight sun. Alaska 
for you this summer. Why worry 
about inflation? Travel isn’t likely 
to cost less in our time, so enjoy 
it right away. We recommend the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise, spon- 
sored by The Sunday School Times, 
This is a 28-day tour of the very 
highest quality. It’s quite expensive, 
but worth it! There’s no better 
tour of the kind anywhere avail- 
able. 





But just suppose you have only 
two weeks’ vacation from Chicago, 
for example, and exactly $316.51 to 
invest. And you still want one of 
those smooth, 3-meal per day ocean 
cruises in the Inside Passage. All 
right, we have the trip for you: 
private roomette, or 2 to a bed- 
room, or 2 to a compartment on 
The Streamlined North Coast Lim- 
ited, and 1,400 miles sailing in the 
Inside Passage —all within 2 weeks 
and $316.51 complete cost round 
trip from Chicago. No, you will 
spend only $311.11; very well, the 
trip is 1,300 miles at sea in the In- 
side Passage. Even for $249.56 
from Chicago, we can fix you up 
with a delightful cruise by train 
and ship. 


Why not write for information 
about a western vacation just to 
suit you? No obligation whatso- 
ever. We'll send the facts, free 
travel literature, and some helpful 
suggestions. Address M. M. Good- 
sill, 954 Northern Pacific Railway 
Bldg., St. Paul 1, Minn, 
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a great broadcasting station where they 
send out the Gospel in nearly twenty 
different languages. In Mexico and 
South America, young men and women 
are living in Indian villages, learning 
how the natives talk, and writing their 
language down. The first thing they do 
is to put the Gospel in their language. 
Then these young people teach these In- 
dians who have never had a written lan- 
guage, to read their own language. And 
many believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as they learn to read their own language, 

The world is full of miracles today. 
The greatest of all is the changing of 
a wicked, sinful heart into a new heart 
that believes in and loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We call this miracle being born 
again. Has this happened to you? 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 370) 


1. Solomon did not have the disci- 
plined character that his father had 
through days of struggle. 

2. By departing from the Lord in his 
latter years, through the influence of 
many wives (1 Kings 11:1-13). 

3. Solomon began by seeking counsel 
of God (1 Kings 3:4-14); Rehoboam be- 
gan by seeking counsel of man, and lis- 
tening to the frivolous counsel of his 
contemporaries (1 Kings 12:1-15). 

4. Establishing a “substitute religion” 
in order to keep the people from going 
to Jerusalem to worship (1 Kings 12:26- 
33). 

5. The building of Samaria as capital 
(1 Kings 16:24). 

6. By excelling his predecessors in in- 
quity (1 Kings 16:25). 

7. He sinned against the light of Eli- 
jah’s testimony. 

8. Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Amos, Hosea. 

9. Jeroboam II, 

10. (a) Hoshea’s rebellion (2 Kings 17: 
4-6); (b) the sin of idolatry (2 Kings 17: 
7-18). 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 


Evangeline Booth, from her many ex- 
periences, was prompted to write the 
following: 


Drink has drained more blood, 

Hung more crepe, 

Sold more homes, 

Plunged more people into bankruptcy, 
Armed more villains, 

Slain more children, 

Snapped more wedding rings, 
Defiled more innocents, 

Blinded more eyes, 

Twisted more limbs, 
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Dethroned more reason, 

Wrecked more manhood, 

Dishonored more womanhood, 

Broken more hearts, 

Blasted more lives, 

Driven more to suicide, 

And dug more graves 

Than any other poisoned scourge that 
ever swept its death-dealing waves 
across the world. 

Let every heart be stirred to do some- 
thing to change’this condition. The 
nation’s liquor outlets exceed the com- 
bined total of its schools and churches: 

482,033 retail booze outlets 

198,878 schools 

253,762 churches 
This represents: 

1 liquor outlet for every 12 farms 

1 liquor outlet for every 80 homes 

1% liquor outlets for every grocery 

store 

2 liquor outlets for every gasoline sta- 

tion 

4% liquor outlets for every wearing 

apparel store 

8 liquor outlets for every automobile 

dealer 

Our aroused churches could plan local 
option campaigns and reduce the num- 
ber of drinking places. 


Frances Willard said: “Prohibition 
does not always prohibit, neither does 
civilization always civilize, nor educa- 
tion educate, nor Christianity Christian- 
ize. But they are God’s levers by which 
we can lift.” 


Where There’s Drink !— 

Write it on the schoolhouse door, 
Write it on the office floor, 

Write it once, and write it o’er. 
Write it and then underscore — 
“Where there’s drink there’s danger !” 


Write it on the common way, 

Write it where the children play, 
Write it where man breaks the sod, 
Write it in the name of God — 
“Where there’s drink there's danger !” 


Write it high, write it low, 

Write it quick, write it slow, 

Write it here, write it there, 

Write it yonder, everywhere — 

“Where there’s drink there’s danger !” 

“The new revolt against alcoholic bev- 
erages,” Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin, president 
of the National W.C.T.U., said, “is re- 
sulting in more than 500 drying-up local 
option elections nationwide, annually, 
and indications are that this number 
will increase greatly next year because 
of the opportunity for special issues at 
the general election. Drink, associated 
crime, and unsocial conditions, ranging 
from murder and sex offenses to poverty, 
backfiring against the liquor traffic, are 
the major causes in the drying-up proc- 
ess. People are discovering that decency 
and alcohol do not mix.” 


The Brewers’ Plans.—‘In a word,” says 
the Brewers’ Journal, “the leisure mo- 
ments of our average American should 
be inextricably intertwined with beer. 
Beer during golf, beer during the vaca- 
tion trip, beer while taking the long 
business or pleasure ride, beer when 
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viewing the movies, beer when reading 
the magazines, beer when sitting at 
home listening to the radio. The wives 
of the nation should be impressed with 
the domestic qualities of beer. They 
should be convinced that they, together 
with their husbands, may properly drink 
beer under any and all circumstances. 
All of these things are important.” 

Would that the church and the Sunday 
school decide to promote as vigorously 
a program to teach the joy and satisfac- 
tion that comes from abstinence. Let’s 
glamorize total abstinence ! 

Roy L. Smith said, “There is needed in 
the United States a League of Decency, 
which will attempt to build up a solidar- 
ity among the people who respect sobri- 
ety, who will cherish good manners in 
public, and who are aware of the dire 
threat that alcohol constitutes in our 
national life.” 


Women in Front of the Bar.—“The 
old-time saloon never allowed a female 
at the bar. It chased high school girls 
away with a broom. It closed at mid- 
night. And on the whole, it kept closed 
on Sunday. Now, women clog up the 
bars, the law in some states allows Sun- 
day operation, and everything is legal. 
Woman is* man’s equal, but somehow 
she never looks it in front of a bar.”— 
Dave Boone, in the New York Sun. 


A new luxury flight ship between 
New York and Paris, which makes the 
journey in twelve hours, includes in its 
special service, aperitif-to-cordial cham- 
pagne dinners. In view of the fact that 
the higher the altitude the more potent 
the drink containing alcohol, it might 
have been safer if alcoholic beverages 
had been omitted. There is no place on 
the Atlantic to put off a passenger who 
has had “one too many,” and who be- 
comes a nuisance to the rest of the pas- 
sengers.”—The New York Times, 

Is there no means of travel today 
where the nondrinkers may not be men- 
aced by the one who insists on liquor? 
A thousand letters to air companies 
might result in omitting the serving of 
liquor. Will you write? 


Youth-Destroying Liquor.—George W. 
Crane, Ph.D., M.D., of Chicago, noted 
writer on psychology and social rela- 
tions, and the author of daily syndicated 
newspaper columns nationally dissem- 
inated, wrote: “I receive over a thou- 
sand letters per day from Americans. 
These letters clearly show that liquor 
is destroying the morals of American 
youth! It is breaking up marriages and 
contributing to our tragic divorce rate. 
It is subversive in its influence on func- 
tional intelligence, thereby serving as a 
definite contributing factor to the spread 
of venereal diseases.” 


$100,000 Couldn’t Buy a Man.—Andrew 
C. Ivy, Ph.D., M.D., D.Sc., vice-president 
of the University of Illinois, is the dis- 
coverer of at least two hormones, and 
heads a staff of thirty-five full-time 
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research scientists at the University of 
Illinois. 

Dr. Ivy was offered $100,000 to write 
a series of articles on beer and vitamins. 
He turned it down. He did, however, 
have time to accept the position of chair- 
man of the National Committee for the 
Prevention of Alcoholism. In a recent 
address during the sessions of the In- 
stitute of Scientific Studies for the Pre- 
vention of Alcoholism, in session at 
Loma Linda, Calif., July 24 to August 4, 
1950, he said: . 

“T regard it as sheer intellectual dis- 
honesty to discuss the food qualities of 
beer, including its vitamin content.” 

Here is a man who isn’t for sale at 
$100,000, but who will tell the truth for 
nothing. Dr. Ivy is particularly inter- 
ested in helping to prevent alcoholism. 
He is quoted by Donald W. Hewitt, M.D., 
writing in the Union Signal, August 19, 
1950: 

“Signs of approaching alcohol addic- 
tion in the individual can be detected 
from five indicative warnings. If you 
are unable to answer honestly ‘No’ to 
the following questions, you may be 
pretty certain that you are an alcohol 
addict: 

1. Do you require a drink in the morn- 
ing before you go about your business? 

2. Do you crave a drink at any par- 
ticular time of the day? 

3. Has drinking made you irritable? 

4. Has your jealousy increased? 

5. Has your ambition decreased? 


Sabotage in Kansas.—“Be ready for the 
air base —a business of your own,” was 
the display slogan heading an advertise- 
ment for the sale of a liquor store in 
the January 27, 1951, Topeka Capital 
classified real estate advertisements. The 
liquor store was described as being on 
convenient Kansas Avenue, and buyers 
were urged to see it immediately because 
of its “extra special” desirability when 
the air base should be reactivated south 
of Topeka. The same realtors, Man- 
speaker Agency, Inc., advertised, “We 
have three good taverns that are all well 
located. Here are some real air base 
money-makers.” 

The attitude of the realtors is typical 
of many who consider themselves loyal 
Americans, but who disregard both the 
interests of their country and those who 
serve it, when an opportunity for finan- 
cial gain is involved. How can a nation 
achieve security when “good” citizens 
give aid and comfort to the enemy by 
befuddling the minds and endangering 
the lives of boys in training at air bases 
over the land? 


The American Business Men’s Research 
Foundation says that ninety-four billion 
dollars of the American public’s purchas- 
ing power have been diverted to alco- 
holic beverages since Repeal, and that 
alcohol’s ravages among employees has 
cost American industry about fifteen bil- 
lion dollars during the past sixteen 
years. 
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE 


(In two volumes) 
VOLUME I 
Old Testament Analytical — 

Each of the 27 Books is examined in 
this detailed analysis after a brief intro- 
duction to each Book. Carefully 
authenticated, this volume is packed 
with vital information for those who 
would understand more oe the 
Old Testament. 2.75 
VOLUME II 
New Testament Analytical— 

Dr. Scroggie does for the New Testa- 
ment the same comprehensive analysis 
as he did for the Old Testament. Treated 
in the same manner as to presentation, it 
is full of information not usually found 
so easily. . 


A GUIDE TO THE GOSPELS 


Synthetically, analytically, and Chris- 
tologically, Dr. Scroggie views the criti- 
cal and expository foundations of the 
Gospels. This is a recent comprehensive 
guide that will make a valuable addition 
to your library or study. $7.50 


THE PSALMS 


(Three volumes available) 

A devotional study of each Psalm— 
its analysis, its value, and its lessons. 
Dr. Scroggie searches beneath the histor- 
ical and dispensational background of the 
Psalter and discovers all the spiritual and 
practical truths. 


VolumeI (Psalms 1 through 50) 
Volume II (Psalms 51 through 100) 
Volume III (Psalms 101 through 134) 
$3.75 each 


CHRIST THE KEY TO SCRIPTURE 


A Study and a Method 
How Christ was predicted in the Old 
Testament, presented in the Gospels, 
proclaimed in the Acts, possessed in the 
Epistles, and made predominant in Rev- 
elation. A remarkable study by a 
master theologian. 75 cents 


At your local bookstore 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
New York 10, New York 
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Adventures with 
Christ in Africa 


A 16 mm 45 minute sound film documenting years of 
missionary pioneering in the White Man's Grave- 
yard. A thrilling film—full of action. Rental $10. 
* 
AMBASSADOR FILMS 
Dept. AO, 6652 Odell Ave., Chicago 31, Ill. 


WANTED 


Full-time trained nurses, and attendants, and 
domestics. Ages 18 or over. Excellent re- 
muneration and living conditions. Apply to: 








Nursing Department 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
Wyckoff - - : New Jersey 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 


ai en etios 
WRITE FOR 

J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
a DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 13 


1. If I Were My Parents 
(Christian Home Sunday) 

(Col. 3:15-21; Eph. 6:1-4; Luke 11:9-13) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

T IS not easy for the young person to 

put himself in the place of an older 
one. However, the sincere effort to do 
so will be found to be a worth-while ex- 
ercise, and it should give us an entirely 
different viewpoint on some rather con- 
troversial subjects such as discipline, 
dates, late hours, the neglect of work, 
and irresponsibility. It should help us 
to see that some of these things, which 
are often taken very lightly by young 
people, have a far greater importance 
when viewed through the eyes of an 
adult, confronted with making a living 
and trying to keep the family happy 





New! A Secretarial Course 
in a Christian School 


Standard two year Secretarial course plus Bible! Shorthand, 
typing, accounting, office practice, business law, and English. 
Equips you for business, church secretarial or similar posi- 
tions. Secretaries are always needed. Prepare to meet this need! 


For information write to 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE 


100 STATE STREET, PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 


INSTITUTE 











age among evangelicals. 


Single copies, 35 cents 


FELLOWSHIP PRESS 





JUST OFF ThE PRESS 


“Separation” —Is Separating Evangelicals 


By Dr. Stephen W. Paine 
Formerly President of N.A.E. 


A candid and factual explanation of the basic reason for the cleav- 


50 pages—paperbound 





120 Tremont Street, Boston 8, Mass. 


USUAL DISCOUNT TO DEALERS 


3 for $1.00 postpaid 
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and supplied with the reasonable neces- 
sities of life, and taking seriously his 
obligation to provide the young folks in the 
family with the best in education, good 
health, and opportunities for the future. 

But this week’s prayer meeting should 
rise above the level of a mere discus- 
sion of such things and an exchange of 
viewpoints. It should bring to the front 
the great principles set forth in God's 
Word regarding God's ideals for the fam- 
ily, and it should emphasize our respon- 
sibility, as believers, to fulfill those 
ideals. 

ge 

George Bernard Shaw is credited with 
having said that youth is a wonderful 
thing, but that it is a pity it is wasted 
upon those who are too young to ap- 
preciate it. If he said this, it is like 
some of his other questionable utter- 
ances. God does not intend youth to be 
wasted. It is His plan and design that 
young people should be reared and 
trained under the protection and guid- 
ance of God-fearing parents, until such 
time as they come to the age of discre- 
tion, when they shall be able to weigh 
situations and make safe decisions, and 
until they have learned how to walk 
along with Him and receive His guid- 
ance and direction. 

Hence we find the same fourfold ad- 
monition in two of the three Scripture 
portions chosen for this week from 
Colossians and Ephesians. Husbands are 
urged to love their wives and to cherish 
them. Wives are. urged to be submis- 
sive to their husbands as unto the Lord. 
Children are admonished to obey their 
parents, since this is pleasing and right 
in God’s sight. And fathers, and, by 
implication, mothers as well, are admon- 
ished not to provoke their children to 
anger, lest they be discouraged, and, on 
the positive side, are urged to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

Notice how the Lord is the center and 
mainspring ofall these relationships in the 
family. Trouble arises when any mem- 
ber of the family breaks this relation- 
ship to the Lord, and thus opens the 
way for breaks in the relationships with 
other members of the family. 

5) 4 

If, therefore, you are fortunate enough 
to have God-fearing parents who are 
seeking to do God’s will, as best they 
know how, in their own lives, and who 
really want to do what they believe 
He would have them do toward you, 
you may rest assured that any difficult 
Situation that may arise can be solved 
in a way that will bring joy and satis- 
faction to all concerned. 

When, however, there is rebellion or 
unwillingness in your heart to walk con- 
sistently in God’s way, you may expect 
to find difficulties arising in the home 
life. In such a case, it is well to examine 
first your own heart and ask God to 
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show you clearly His way, and to make 
you willing to do His will. 

Now, we should not lose sight of the 
fact that, in spite of best intentions of 
Mother or Father and an earnest desire 
to do God’s will, they may sometimes not 
fully understand the situation ormay make 
a mistake. Already you yourself have 
made some of these. But the situation is 
far from impossible, for God can reveal 
to Mother and Father His solution just 
as truly as He can reveal to you His way, 
and your part then is to pray definitely 
that God will bring all of the family 
who are concerned to His viewpoint and 
plan. 

s€ 

There remains, of course, the situation 
where some of the family are either 
unsaved, or out of fellowship with God, 
and who thus may make decisions that 
are contrary to God's will and contrary 
to the best interests of other members 
of the family. The course in such @ 
situation is plain— love and obedience, 
just as far as this does not violate the 
known will of God, and patience and 
much prayer for the ultimate salvation, 
or restoration to fellowship, of such 
members of the family. Your own 
Christlike conduct and your willingness 
to be obedient, even under unfairness, 
can have a definite part in the bringing 
of such a one into a place of acceptance 
and surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Should we not be willing to suffer, some- 
times, for Christ’s sake, if thereby we 
may win to Christ one or more of our 
family? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ed 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. : 





A Year of Children’s Sermons. By 
Joseph A Schofield, Jr. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $1.75.) The spiritual teachings 
of the Bible can and should be given to 
children, and in such a manner as to be 
understood easily and found interesting 
besides. It is well to follow the exam- 
ple of the Lord Jesus, who used illustra- 
tions from birds and flowers and other 
objects round about Him. Here are fifty- 
three practical, spiritual, and helpful 
messages for children, each built around 
some common object: an alarm clock, 
light bulb, soap, letters, mirror, the dif- 
ferent parts of a ship, animals, insects, 
traps, trains, and so on. All the mate- 
rial is brightly and attractively pre- 
Sented, and is true to the Scripture and 
to the Gospel. A wealth of help is given 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * 





(19) 





379 











SEND FOR THIS 
LITTLE BOOK 


which tells how you may obtain 
a guaranteed lifetime income 


through sharing in a great Christian work 


Learn more about a remarkable Retirement Plan (operat- 
ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 
be a benefactor of mankind, by helping a great Christian 
Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 
age. For details. write today for Booklet SS 201, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
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This attractive award is de- 
signed for use with the Ten 
Bible Bees. Bee hums when 
whirled. Memory work is 
easier to learn when the child 
is working for an award such 
as this. Printed on Bee's back 
are references for the ten spe- 
cial scripture verses learned 
daily along with the lesson in 
the Ten Bible Bees Course. 10¢ 


CHRISTIAN 








1517 N. THIRD STREET, HARRISBURG, PA, 


A: ee COURSE 
from CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS 


TEN BIBLE BEES 


A Gospel Bible Course for Boys and Girls 
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Moody Bible Institute 


Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
ing the new Missionary Technical 
course. Nearly 52,000 already 
trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 


153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, lil. 
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HOW TO MEET THE 
COMING YEARS TRIUMPHANTLY 


A proper coordination of the body, mind, and spirit 
adds much to one’s physical comfort, calms the mind, 
and exalts the spirit. 

Send name and address to A. J. Huguelet, 308 Fuller 
Street, Arlington, Texas, and you will receive a book- 
let telling how it can be done. 

If pleased with the booklet, please send 50 cents to the 
above address. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNnpAy ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 


The Tudia WMission 


Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Missi 
Proving GOD'S Faithfulness 
In Hyderabad’ State and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 
A fruitful field of the Lord’s provision 
Write for fuller information 
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a? 
LAY A FIRM FOUNDATION 


With Bible-Centered Lessons 


Get this valuable 24 page book and 
see for yourself how ALL-BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES of Sunday School 
lessons assures you a firm foundation 
for achieving Sunday School success 
through His excellent Word. 


\3 

















rr. ——_— a a ee eS Mee Ge em ee 
F cal Send me the following without 


obligation (postage paid) 

















I Send FREE book, “HOW FIRM A FOUNDA. ! 
t TION” giving complete infor on the | 
i ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES t 
i 0 i bBo specially interested in the following 
departments: I 
i —Nur.__Beg._Pri._Jr._Int.__ Senior i 
é ——__NEW ADULT LESSONS a 
£ Name. 
fon 
i City. Zone State i 
1 My Church Position. } 
i 434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO 5, ILL. DEPT.SSA-21 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for the parent in the home, or the teacher 
in the Sunday school, as well as abun- 
dant illustrative material for the speaker, 


Little Feather of Tonka Bay. By Ber- 
nard Palmer. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) A real 
“thriller” of the right sort is this little 
fishing story. Two young boys, “Squeak” 
and his Indian pal, Little Feather, off 
for a vacation, found themselves in a 
place where an old couple were badly 
in need of their help. They decided to 
stay, and they have many adventures, 
such as fishing for big trout, and rescu- 
ing a drowning boy from the icy water 
of the lake. They learn to pull in the 
great nets, and even to run the boat. 
Then, on a dark and stormy night, they 
were able to rescue three men trapped 
by a forest fire on an island. The simple 
and natural way in which these boys 
and their friends turned to the Lord in 
prayer in time of need, and how God 
answered them and helped them, will 
warm the heart and bring blessing to 
young as well as older readers. 


Autobiography of John A. Anderson, 
M.D. (May be had from the author, 
Braemar, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, 8s.) 
This is a collection of reminiscences, 
exegeses, and other notes, at times in 
diary form, written by a devoted Scot- 
tish medical missionary of the China In- 
land Mission. His was a full life as 
soul-winner, practician, and reformer. 
It was he who identified a child disease 
that caused the death of multitudes with 
tetanus neo-natorum (lockjaw of the new- 
born). In the field of social reform, Dr. An- 
derson had much to do with the agitation 
which ended legal importation of opium 
into China. As an exegete, he made dis- 
tinct contribution to the defense of the 
practice of women preaching. 

Of the various incidents recorded, one 
of the most thrilling has to do with an 
incurably sick woman cast off by her 
husband because he begrudged the ex- 
pense that her burial would entail! She 
learned to know Christ as Saviour, and 
preached Him to a woman who was a 
hopeless opium addict. She called to 
her bedside all with whom she had be- 
come acquainted at the hospital and told 
them that she was about to enter on the 
glories that Christ had purchased for 
her. Her death was wonderful. She 
seemed to see right into Heaven, and 
wanted all to promise to meet her there. 
The opium slave was cured and, when 
attending regularly the services in her 
home village, always brought with her 
women neighbors that they also might 
learn of the Saviour and find deliver- 
ance. 


Winky and the Ghost Lion. By Ken 
Anderson. (Zondervan Pub. House, 


Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 75 cents.) What 
would you think if you had heard a lion 
roar, and you had seen his footprints; 
and, what’s more, he had run smack 
into one of your best friends, 


so that 
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he fell into a deep ravine and had to 
yell for help? And if your friend had 
said it was a white lion, you might be 
excused for thinking it really was a ghost 
lion, especially since there was an In- 
dian tradition which stated that there 
had been such an animal. Warren 
(Winky) Wilcox, who had decided to 
be a missionary, but who could have 
been a detective, was right in his ele- 
ment when he set out to solve the mys- 
tery. Panhandle was a big help, of 
course, and, when they found that the 
lion had belonged to two missionaries 
Winky’s friends 30bby, Mike, Donny, 
Annie, and Lucy — all thought that they 
would like nothing better than to be 
missionaries and have many such ad- 
ventures — besides being able to tell 
people about the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Ecumenical Movement. By Dr 


René Pache. (Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship, 1444 N. Astor St., Chicago 
10; $1.) Dr. Pache, principal of the 


Institut Emmaus, near Lausanne, Swit- 
zerland, presented the eleven chapters 
of this 130-page book as the W. H. Grif- 
fith Thomas Memorial Lectures at the 
Dallas Theological Seminary in April, 
1950, Beginning at A.D. 1054, he reviews 
concisely the history of efforts made 
toward union in the professing church. 
He is.careful to give outstanding dates, 
and the names of important persons and 
places; and supports all his statements 
with references to sources in footnotes 
and bibliography. He shows clearly that 
Liberals and Modernists have steadily 
gained power in the Ecumenical Move- 
ment, and have sought to coerce small, 
independent, faithful groups into out- 
ward uniformity and the denial or ignor- 
ing of fundamental doctrines. He gives 
the salient facts concerning the Amer- 
ican Council of Christian Churches, the 
International Council of Christian 
Churches, the National Association of 
Evangelicals, some other evangelical 
groups that do not belong to the Ecu- 
menical Movement, and the Evangelical 
Center of Information and Action in 
French-speaking countries. His last 
chapter on “A Biblical Unity” is par- 
ticularly fine. Dr, Pache gives the seven- 
fold, Scriptural basis of true unity, shows 
that it is inseparable from truth and love, 
and also contends that “God requires sep- 
aration of His followers in the following 
precise cases: from men who live in the 
world in open sin, from Christians 
whose conduct is seriously reprehensible, 
from false teachers and their pernicious 
doctrines.” His last sentence is a good 
summary of his book: “May we then 
be guarded from the false unity as we 
strive unceasingly to maintain and to 
manifest the true unity of the Spirit!” 


The Life and Times of Martin Luther. 
By J. H. Merle D’Aubigné. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.50.) Among the many biog- 
raphies of great men, this one, now re- 
printed, looms large as one of the best. 
Because of its readable style, its grand 
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scope, its noteworthy subject, and the 
author’s spirituality and skill, it can rea- 
sonably be called a Christian classic. 
D’Aubigné, an evangelical French Prot- 
estant minister of a hundred years ago, 
wrote with scholarly ability and sym- 
pathetic attitude. The story of the trans- 
formation of Martin Luther from a timid 
son of a poor miner to a fearless re- 
former in a corrupt church, as told in 
this work of acknowledged merit, makes 
intensely interesting reading. Christians 
in general and preachers in particular 
will do well to take time to read it. The 
impact of the convictions and courage 
of Luther, the influence of the lines of 
truth and the literary quality of the book 
itself, are amply rewarding. Moody 
Press is planning to publish a set of se- 
lected works to be known as the Tyn- 
dale Series of Great Biographies. This 
is the first volume in the series, and, 
without question, the choice is both 
worthy and timely. 


Golden Treasure. By Ethel S. Low. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $2.) Mrs. Low, with whom Sun- 
pAY SCHOOL TIMES readers are acquainted 
as the writer of “For Primary Teachers” 
each week in the lesson department, re- 
counts the reading aloud of an interest- 
ing story originally told by Margaret 
Morrison, missionary in India, to a con- 
ference group of college young people. 
The story tells of Mary Wells, an orphan, 
who, after graduation, is invited to In- 
dia by her missionary aunt. From her 
boat companions, Frank and Amy 
Moore and a rajah’s son, Hira Nath, Mary 
learns much about India. In port and 
on a sight-seeing tour, she learns a great 
deal more. Intrigued by the discovery 
of a ghost robe, she dons it and walks 
boldly into a Brahmin temple, where 
Europeans are never allowed. A chain 
of frightening adventures follows, in 
which Mary is finally rescued by an un- 
known prince. In his palace, Mary is 
introduced to the real India. She dis- 
covers also that the prince’s own lovely 
sister is the betrothed of Hira Nath, who 
has declared himself in love with Mary. 
Another flight, kidnaping, and rescue, 
and the girl at last finds her seeking 
friends. Then she marries Frank and 
settles down to real missionary service. 

The tale as read to the young listeners 
affects them variously, one, a rabid Com- 
munist, being angered by some of its 
implications. But prayer works the 
needed miracle and brings to light two 
new India mission candidates, 

The story is involved and the many 
characters do not make for easy reading, 
yet its glimpses into the India behind 
the scenes make it very worth while. 


The Family Book of Favorite Hymns. 
By Arthur Austin. (Funk & Wagnalls 
Co., New York 10; $4.95.) In his intro- 
ductory history Mr. Austin places the 
beginning of congregational singing with 
Martin Luther, Nightingale of Witten- 
berg. But Calvin, he continues, insisted 
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on limiting such exercise to the Psalms 
only. Then Isaac Watts stormed in to 
disagree. Close behind followed Charles 
Wesley, with 6,000 hymns edited by 
brother John. After a bit, William Bill- 
ings aided by Paul Revere, published 
America’s first collection of hymns. All 
of these paved the way for Bradbury, 
Lowry, and a host of others on both sides 
of the water. Then suddenly the back- 
woods camp meetings demanded some- 
thing more lively, and the revival song- 
book was born. 

Chocsing from these various periods 
the hymns that have lasted, Mr. Austin 
divides his excellent. collection into ten 
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The 23rd Psalm in Indian 


Translated from Indian sign lan- 
guage. A beautiful hand-lettered 
production. Write for your copy 
and for details as to how you can 
help Christianize Indians. 


Ww 
Cook Christian Training School 
Box 7158 
Phoenix - - . Arizona 
Interdenominational 

















I am our Lord's beggar. 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 





A BEGGAR FOR SPAIN 


With Shakespeare I say: “‘Speak with me, pity me, open the door: . 
A beggar begs that never begged before. 


I beg for SPAIN, for the 29,000,000 of living souls that in 
SPAIN are dying, going to hell, because nobody has given the Gospel to them. 
recently saw SPAIN's needs during my last visit there. 
ing hard and they need your prayers and fellowship. 
Will you not come to our help? Ask for a free copy of SPAINGRAMS. 


Dr. Zacarias P. Caries, Founder and Generali Director 


I 
Our missionaries are labor 


3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Canada 





























The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 


school. 


Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, 
Headmaster, Stony Brook 
School; Publisher of 
OUR HOPE 


3. Current events 





Dr. H. A. Ironside, * 
famed Bible expositor 






/ 





Dr. Herbert Lockyer, 
Bible teacher, writer 





Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
Professor, Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary; Editor, 


PELOUBET’S NOTES 


Dept. ST 





1. Expository studies 
2. Prophetic teaching 


Every Month “OUR HOPE” Presents... 
“Meat in Due Season” 


Six Great Features” %« SOHUYLER eucuse 
All In One Magazine i 


This year OUR HOPE is better than ever — great Bible ex- 
positions ... outstanding Bible teachers and authors... 
Studies in Habakkuk, by Frank E. Gaebelein; Verse-by-Verse 
in Revelation, by H. A. Ironside; Current Events in the Light 
of the Bible, by Wilbur M. Smith .. . and Bible Doctrine and 
a new department called “World Prospects,” by Editor E. 
Schuyler English . . . also articles by Lehman Strauss, A. H. 
Stewart, Dr. Merrill F. Unger, etc... . spiritual, doctrinal, 
and inspirational help for all. 


* Although Dr. Ironside was called into the presence of Christ in January of this 
year, his writings will live after him in OUR HOPE for some months to come. 


TRY NINE BIG ISSUES . . . Only $2.00 


All Christian workers, laymen, and families are urged to 
find out for themselves the benefit of OUR HOPE magazine 
through the special get-acquainted offer 
$2.00. Mail your order today. Sample copy 25 cents. 


OUR HOPE MAGAZINE 
Box 146 








4. Questions and answers 
5. Devotional articles 
6. Book reviews 


Nine Issues, only 


Waretown, New Jersey 
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parts, Of these the first is “Hymns for 
Marching.” Next, one sees the great 
“Hymns of Rejoicing.” The third divi- 
sion includes a large number of titles 
under “Hymns of Intercession.” Then 
follow “Hymns of Action,” “Hymns of 
Devotion,” a longer portion in “Hymns 
of Thanksgiving,” then “Hymns for 
Young People,” “Hymns for National 
Days,” “Campmeeting and Gospel Songs,” 
and “Songs for Christmas.” 

Many pages are illustrated. Each 
hymn is prefaced by a few lines giving 
its date and some items about the author 
of either words or music. No attempt 
is made, however, to use unauthentic 
anecdotes so often quoted. For family 
gatherings about the piano, this collec- 
tion with its sheet-music-size pages will 
find a welcome place in hearts and homes 
everywhere. 


The Swaying Elms and Other Stories. By 
E, R. Blackburn. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $1.) These twelve stories run through 
a long gamut in both time and experi- 
ence. The first, “Christiane, the Hugue. 
not,” harks back to the days of Louis 
XIV — days when the price of evangel- 





Assistant Physician, preferably one with year's 
residency, Calvinistic leanings, and an interest in 
psychiatry. Salary adequate plus unfurnished home; 


beautiful surroundings. Apply Medical Director, 
Christian Sanatorium, Wyckoff, N. J. 


DO THEY DESERVE IT? 


Do children deserve the help parents find in 
every issue of THE CHRISTIAN PARENT? 
Many parents write, ‘‘This is the magazine we've 
been looking for."’ Children love the daily de- 
votions, parents appreciate the Christ-centered 
suggestions, stories and comments each mouth. 
$2.00 year, samples 10c, group discounts. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT Box §, Highland, III. 












SPECIAL GOSPEL 
TRACT MINISTRY 


/" 
TRAFFIC COP available through 


traffic violation 


WONDERFUL WITNESS OPPORTUNITIES DAILY. 
Send 50c for packet of tracts and complete instructions 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9. OHIO 


COMFORTING 






























A tract for the bereaved 
“IN TIME OF SORROW” 


This gracious and tactful message 
wiil help to heal the heartache of 
those who have lost a loved one. 


100 for 50 cents 


American Tract Society 
21 W. 46th Street New York 19,N. Y. 
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ical testimony was exceeding great. 
“Jerome of Prague” is dated even earlier 
—in 1416, when that great Bohemian 
Bible teacher followed his beloved 
friend, John Huss, to the stake. The two 
earliest tales, “Before the Burning of 
Rome” and “A Story of Pompeii,” deal 
with much the same theme —the cour- 
ageous witness in death, after that same 
witness had been held firmly through 
fierce temptations in life. 

The remaining stories are of the pres- 
ent day, each opening wide windows 
on some Gospel truth. One, “Galatians 
2:20,” exactly illustrates that text with 
its account of a fugitive from justice 
who escaped trial and punishment be- 
cause a man’s dead body was legally 
identified as his. Another, “The Sway- 
ing Elms,” which gives the book its title, 
is a terrible picture of the fall of a 
giant elm, supposed to have been per- 
fectly sound, and of the fall of a Chris- 
tian girl whom everyone deemed genu- 
ine. The elm could never be righted, 
but the girl could and was, though with 
irreparable loss. 

Mr. Blackburn’s style lacks finish, and 
leaves the reader with the impression 
that his sentences have been too liter- 
ally translated from another tongue. But 
as Gospel illustrations, his stories have 
considerable value. 


Biblical Hermeneutics. By Milton S. 
Terry, S.T.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $6.) This fresh 
printing of a standard work in the field 
of Biblical interpretation covers the Old 
and New Testaments and introduces the 
subject with a discussion of the lan- 
guages and inspiration of the Bible, and 
the qualifications of an interpreter. Many 
helpful chapters follow under the head- 
ing of “Principles of Biblical Hermeneu- 
tics.” Included are studies of methods 
of interpretation, the meanings of words, 
the importance of context, the interpre- 
tation of parables, allegories, types, sym- 
bols, and prophecies, and alleged dis- 
crepancies of the Scriptures. The closing 
section is a history of Biblical interpre- 
tation, which is comprehensive and has 
value as a bibliography of exegetics, be- 
ginning with ancient Jewish exegesis 
and concluding with that of the nine- 
teenth century. 

By using, for the most part, the more 
difficult passages of Scripture as exam- 
ples of exposition, the author has made 
the book, which is quite full and com- 
plete, a veritable treasury of interpre- 
tation. An analytical outline under the 
table of contents, and extended Scrip- 
ture-text and subject indexes enhance 
its usefulness. The author is an ac- 
knowledged master in the science of in- 
terpretation, but, of course, is not in- 
fallible. Therefore, a word of warning 
is in order concerning some of his con- 
clusions, especially on prophetic sub- 
jects. The reader will have to use dis- 
cretion, applying Berean caution to some 
of the: interpretive parts of the book. 


April 28, 1951 


Taking the wheat, of which there is an 
abundance, and leaving the chaff, 
the careful student will profit greatly, in 
his own study of the Scriptures, by the 
use of this exhaustive treatise and by the 
application of the sound principles and 
methods of interpretation taught therein, 


Feed My Lambs. By Henry T. Vriesen, 
(Reliance Pub. Co., Box 526, Green Bay. 
Wis., $3.) After a forty year ministry 
Mr. Vriesen is convinced that Bible 
stories are of inestimable value in the 
religious training of children, and that 
no Christian parent should relegate to 
the Sunday school or other outside 
agencies that vital lamb-feeding enjoined 
by the Master. He has therefore pre- 
pared for family use these 366 pages of 
devotionals, which begin with Genesis 
and continue through most of the Bible. 
Not all the readings are narrative, for 
those from Kings and Chronicles are 
interspersed with Psalms and Proverbs 
and followed by forty lessons on the 
prophets, 

Though the text is often entirely that 
of Scripture, the author at times uses 
his own words to connect and explain. 
For example, the first of the New Tes- 
tament readings begins, “It was in the 
time of the fourth great world empire, 
fcretold by Daniel, that the Roman Em- 
pire flourished with Caesar Augustus as 
its ruler.” And the first comment on 
Titus is that he “was taken by Paul 
to the council at Jerusalem evidently in 
order to give the Jewish Christians a 
concrete case” of Gentile conversion. By 
these one sees that the language used 
is not always that of childhood, but that 
an effort has been made to prepare the 
readings for all ages. The volume closes 
with prayers for each day in the week 
and with a fine index. The several half 
tones are actual views of present-day 
Bible lands. 


Popular Bible Games for Everyone. By 
Mabel H. Hansen. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 35 cents, 
paper.) Since this book is dedicated to 
all students of a certain Bible college, 
it is necessarily not for children. Nor, 
for the most part, would it be suitable 
for young people’s services in the church, 
But for parties and home get-togethers 
made up of participants who know their 
Bibles, nothing could be better. The 
contents fall under four parts —“Mixers,” 
“Choosing Partners,” “Quiet Games,” 
and “Games of Action.” Part three is 
much the largest, thirty-seven different 
games being described. One of these 
divides contestants into two sides with 
a player from each choosing a Bible 
incident from a provided list. Each 
player then pictures the incident on 
paper until his side has guessed what it 
was. Whereupon the two next in line 
take a turn. The first group to finish 
wins. From this may be seen something 


of the originality that has gone into the 
making of these games and the fun in 
store in carrying them out. 
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Journeying With the 1951 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 368) 


mountain. The returning group will 
reach Chicago on Wednesday morning, 
July 25. 

The Associate Editor of THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot. Times, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
who has accompanied a number of 
earlier Christian Fellowship parties, will 
be with the 1951 group. Detailed infor- 
mation and a descriptive folder may be 
had by addressing Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. we 


Children’s Day—1951 


WO excellent services for use in the 

Sunday School on Children’s Day, 
prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, are 
still available. One is entitled, “God — 
and All Things,” and the other, “God's 
Overflowing Measures.” 

Both of these services have been pre- 
pared in the style familiar to SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times readers. They have re- 
sponsive readings for the entire school, 
special Scripture responses and recita- 
tions for the various departments, hymns 
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appropriate to the occasion, set to fa- 
miliar hymn tunes, thus requiring no 
special preparation. These services come 
in convenient folder form, 

Children’s Day will be observed in 
many Sunday schools this year on June 
10, and it is suggested that you send 
promptly for as many of either of these 
services as you may need for your 
school. They may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, at 25 cents a 
dozen, or $2 a hundred. 


MW 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 7 to 13 
Mon.—1 Kings 12:6-11. 
Rehoboam’s Choice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He forsook the 
counsel of the old men . and con- 
sulted with the young men that were 
grown up with him.” Raw recruits do 
not make good generals. Men of sea- 
soned experience are always a necessity. 
Rehoboam passed over the aged coun- 
selors of his father and fell for the snap 
judgment of his playfellows. To them 
the old was nothing and the untried was 
everything. We, too, live in a generation 
of lofty-eyed people who imagine that a 
haughty spirit is the most efficient. But 
like Rehoboam and his foolhardy friends 
the price of folly will be their misery. 
It is still true that “in the multitude 
of counsellors there is safety” (Prov. 
11:14). Pray for the Lone Star Mission, 
Inc., 5007 Avenue “F,” Austin, Tex. 


Tues.—1 Kings 12:16-20. Israel Revolts. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Israel rebelled 
against the house of David.” Rehoboam’s 
folly became the occasion for the sepa- 
ration of the house of Israel from the 
house of David. Divinely predicted, but 
humanly instrumented, the separation 
served to save the house of David from 
precipitate religious ruin. Some periodic 
revivals were granted to Judah which 
retarded the exile. Good kings like 
Joash, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah 
blessed the nation, and prophets like 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah kept them 
in remembrance of God and His truth. 
Separations are usually hard, but God 
often overrules them for good. Pray 
for Trinity Seminary and Bible College 
(of the Evangelical Free Church of 
America), 1726 W. Bertau St., Chicago. 
Wed.—1 Kings 12:25-33. Jeroboam’s Sin. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold, 
and said unto them, It is too much for 
you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy 
gods, O Israel.” The sin which had 
brought down the wrath of God upon 
Israel in the Wilderness meant nothing 
to wicked Jeroboam (see Exod, 32:35). 
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“The Pagan God of Masonry“ 
“Why | Left Freemasonry“ 
For sample copies address THOMAS M. SLATER 
6 Carteret Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey 
Scofield Sw leaf as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


WANTED 


Laboratory Technician, and Occupational Therapy 
Assistant. Apply to: Dr. Wenpet H. Rooks, M.D., 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM, Wyckoff, New Jersey 





We have the new loose- 








Missionaries and Teachers Needed 
for The Evangelical Mission 


An Interdenominational Faith Mission on the 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS 
Territory of New Guinea 


For information write to 
THE MISSION HOME EBEN-EZER, INC. 
Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey 


Bethel Children’s Home 


Box619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 
A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 
Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 


PRAY FOR US 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
busi or for pl ec, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 

















Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is here. A child 
must memorize 300 verses from God’s 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 3,500 
in attendance this year. Pray with us 
for the needed $30,000. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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Scripture Choruses 


by Robert Harkness 
One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 


325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 




















































A GUARANTEED 
LIFE INCOME 


Learn how you may obtain financial 
security by sharing in a great 
Christian enterprise 


Send today for interesting free booklet, “A Gift That 
Lives.” It tells about a remarkable Annuity Plan— 
unfailingly successful for more than 100 years— 
whereby you receive a generous, assured, regular in- 
come right from the start—at the same time help a 
great Christian Cause vital to all denominations. 
Write AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. ss 202, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
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A piano studio lesson hour, At 
MARION you may secure your cole 

lege AB or BS degree with a 
major in music, 


Ry 





At left, the finely trained a cape 
pella choir, in which membership 
is by competition, This picked 
ensemble travels extensively, and 
their refreshingly sincere renditions 
of the great church music have 
thrilled thousands, 


It is to your interest to 
investigate — an attractively 
illustrated special Bulletin, 
“Life at MARION’, tells the 


Is Music Dour Aim? story—clip the coupon. 
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Wicked men still listen to wicked coun- 
sel. Children also walk in the wicked 
ways of their fathers and an apostate 
generation often follows one that has ex- 
hibited faith in God. Our generation has 
slipped woefully into loose ways of evil, 
A revival in the churches is the only 
hope of saving many in danger of per- 
ishing. Pray for Bethel Children’s 
Home, Box 619, Jackson, Ky. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 16:21-28. Omri’s Reign. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Omri wrought 
evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did 
worse than all that were before him.” 
Starting in the wicked ways of Jero- 
boam, he went great lengths in his sin- 
ning against God. Evil came from his 
evil, for he begat a son, Ahab, who did 
sell himself to do evil, stirred up by 
Jezebel his wife. Thus in this world 
evil grows greater and greater. What 
will it be like when it grows worse and 
worse for all eternity? Pray for the Big 
Brother Tract Band, Box 888, Akron 9, 
Ohio, 


Fri.—1 Kings 17:17-24. 
The Widow’s Son Raised. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “See, thy son 
liveth.” The death of the only son of 
this widow of Zarephath, tested both 
Elijah and the widow, as regards faith 
(cf. verse 20 with verse 18). Their first 
glance was at the circumstances, and 
these were deeply disconcerting. But 
when they saw God’s plan unfold, they 
recognized that their Lord was better 
to them than their fears had pictured. 
God still wraps up some of His best 
blessings in forbidding parcels. Pray 
for the Reformation Translation Fellow- 
ship, Clay Center, Kans, 


Sat.—2 Kings 17:1-8, 18. Israel Falls. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord was 
very angry with Israel, and removed 
them out of his sight.” The wickedness 
of the ten tribes soon brought them into 
ruin. The end of apostasy is always 
judgment. How dangerous it is for in- 
dividuals and nations to walk in ways of 
evil! Notwithstanding God’s warnings, 
multitudes push on in their mad, sinful 
course like a horse rushing into battle. 
Pray for our nation so highly favored 
of God, but exposed to graver evils than 
ever before in our history. 


Sun.—Amos 6:1-7. 
Sin Will Be Punished. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye that put 
far away the evil day, and cause the 
seat of violence to come near.” We 
cannot escape the consequences of sin 
by ignoring them. Putting off the day 
of reckoning may quiet our thoughts, 
but it will not make any difference 
in the experience of its woes. As sure 
as winter comes, so will come the 
punishment of unpardoned _ Sin. 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). There is a 
judgment to come. Pray for the Chris- 
tian Home League, Box 1231, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 
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